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money. Our housing accommodation is by
no means good. Just consider the railway-
men's houses at Mullewa. The Government
say they would like to build houses there for
the railwaymen, but they have not the money.
I want to know how long we are going to
carry on under this sustenance system. It
is hard enough for the basic wage man to
make ends meet, but the sustenance worker
is sent out into the country, where prices are
high, and so he has to keep two homes going.
Moreover, this system is likely to break up
the happy homes in which those men should
he living. I hope the time will soon come
when the sustenance system will be discarded
and we shall get all our men on to the basic
wage. The basic wage men have taken a
stand in so far as the wife and two children
are concerned. We said that we would Pro-
vide a baskc wage for a man on the basis of
his wife and two children, and it remains at
that to-day, which is surely very unfortunate
in a young country like this. Jack Lang hats
an awful name in this country, but it is to
his credit that he instituted child endowment
in New South Wales It has remained there.
Had we instituted it in Western Australia at
the samue time, it would have become a
Treasury responsibility, as it is in New South
Wales, and so when we go to the Loan
Council we would be on the same basis as is
New South Wales. In New South Wales the
scheme is costing about £1,000,000 and, of
course, that is taken into account. The
leaders in New South Wales took the
responsibility in the first place, and when
they go to the Loan Council they put that
up as a reason for more money, and so they
are allowed for it. It is unfortunate for this
young country that we hav-e not larger fami-
lies. That is the view working men are
taking to-day, with their two children when
they should have more. Much of the work
of the working men is heing done by machi-
nery, and no provision is made for the men
theimselves. We introduced machinery with-
oat waking any prorisison for the men who
had carried on the industry for years. Wher-
ever machines are put in, those looking after
the affairs of the State should make provi-
Sion for those muen who will be put out of
work as a result of the introduction of the
machinery. There fire many other matters
I should like to touch upon, hut I am aware,
of course, that I shall hame an opportunity
later on. I ask members to remember that
the Government of the day have not a very
enviable task before them. Mn. Parker said
that previous Governments had had

a very bad time. However, I do
hope that members of Parliament
will do all they can to assist the
Government of the day to do their best for
the State. That would be much better than
continually finding fault. A little praise gets
us a long way. If you are c ontinually telling
someone that he does not do the right thing,
I think he gets sick of trying to do the right
thing. Here we have a Government endear-
ouring to provide necessary facilities in this
large State, and we realise what an im-
possible task that is for the Government in
their present circumstances. We should en-
deavour to put forward ideas as to how
things could be improved, rather than be
content to sit back and criticise the Govern-
ment, without ever offering a useful sugges-
tion.

'On motion by Hon. C. G. Elliott, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 5.40 p.m.

lgtslative Rsemblg.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m. and read prayers.

QUESTION-IMPRISONMENWT OF
FRANK EVANS.

Mr. J. MacCALLUM SMITH asked the
Minister for Justice: 1, Mbw long before the
death of Frank Evans was it decided by the
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Government to release him? 2, Was that
decision communicated to Evans? If so, by
whom and when-? 3, If not, why not?

The MI]NISTER. FOR JUSTICE replied:
I to '3, After the derision of the court ini the
Evans ease the matter was considered by
Cabinet and a decision was reached that
Evans be detained for six months and the
matter would then be reviewed. Unfortun-
ately Evans died before the expiration of
this time.

QUJESTION-NORTH-WEST
PROBLEMS.

'Mr. COVERLEY asked the Premier: 1,
Has his attention been drawn to ain address
delivered to the Institute of Engineers.
by the Chairman (U., irake-Broekman,
M.C.M.LEH.) on 5th April, 1937, discussing
North-West prolemns? 2, If so, will he
procure copies and have same delivered to
all members of both Houses of Parliament
and all official heads or Government depart-
ments for their information and guidance?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Not previ-
ously. 2, This matter will receive considers.
tion.

QUESTION-GEORGE ELLIOTT S
FILE.

M1iss HIOLMAN asked the Minister for
Employment:. Is it his intention to place the
file of George L. Elliott on the Table of the
flouse?

The MI1NISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT
replied: If it be desired, the file will be
placed or' the Table of the House,

COMMTTEES FOR THE SESSION.

THE PREMIER (Hon- .1 C. Wilieck--
Oeraldton) : I move-

That the following sessional committees be
appointed:-

Library-'Mr. Speaker, Mfirs Hohnan, and
Mr. Patrick.

Standing Orders--M1r. Speaker, the Chair-
man of Committees, Mr. Doney, Mr. John-
son, and Mr. Sampson.

House-'Mr. Speaker, M-%r. Lamnbert, Mr-
MeLarty, Mr. Stubhs, and Mr. Wilson.

Prinlting-Mr. Speaker, 'Mr. J. MacCal-
lum Smith, and 'Mr. Withers.

HON. 0. G, LATHAM (York): I know
that this is6 the usual motion introduced
every year. During, the many years, I
have been here I1 have often wondered, as;
no doubt other members have wondered,
what these committees are appointed for and
to whomn they report. I do not remember a
repoirt frorn any oC these committees bein~g
ipresented to the House.

31r. Marshall: What about the report of
the Standing Orders, committee last session?

Hion. C. G. LAT HAM: Yes, that corn-
inittee made some( alterations in the Stand-
ing Orders, but that was on a definite direc-
tioji by the House. I think we should have
ait least one report each year from each of
these committees. You, Mr. Speaker, might
tell me when last the printig committee had
a meeting.

'Mr. SPEAKER: Last year.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: There was no re-
port to the House about it.

Mr. SPEAKER: As a matter of fact they
have had one meeting this year.

Hon. C. G. r4ATHAMI: The House
committee meet from time to time,
hut do not report to the House. They
are a little authority to themselves.
The Standing Orders committee, under in-
strctions from the Hotse, met last year,
and I understand that the library commit-
tee meet from timev to time but do not re-
port to anybody. I think we should have
one report per anumr from these commit-
tee so that they ig.ht thus justify their
appointment.

Question put and passed.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Seventh flay-C oszclhsion.

HO0N. P. D. FERGUSON (Irwin-Moore)
[4,371:. The Speech of His Excellency, the
Lient.-Governor, in opening this session of
Parliament, did not convey very much in-
formation to the Houise or to the country
genierally. These opening speehes do not
vary much in that respect. I have listened
to governor's opening speeches for the past
10 years, and I know they. hare not varied
very much. This latest Speech did not indi-
cate to Parliament or to the people of the
State much about the intentions of the Gov-
ernment. It was purely a resumev of some
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governmental activities which, I presume,
the Government of the day 'wished to bring
under the notice of the people, and which
might reflect some credit upon them. The
season we are experiencing is cauing very
grat concern, both to the Government and
to the people of the State, particularly the
agricultural section of the community. After
having made a start which -'as probably as
auspicious as that of any other season we
have ever had and gave promise of every-
thing favourable, towards mid-winter the
rains eased off to so marked an ex-
tent that to-day we ate alnmost in the throes
of a drought in somne of our agricultural
areas. In quite a number of distncets that
are regarded as safe rainfall areas the
farming community are beginning to won-
der whether or not they are going to g 7et
crops at all. Then' are one or two such in-
stances on the Midland line, -which is re-
garded as a safe' district, where the farmers
hare already turned their stock into the
crops. That is a dreadfutl state of affairs,
and it is going to be relletted next year, I
suppose, more than this year in the financs;
of the State. It has been said that the fin-
ancial emergency tax, from which the Trea-
surer expects to receive a inilon pounds,
should be regarded as, ordinary income taxa-
tion. If we are to have a drought in the
agricultural areas the Treasurer will re-
quire to bring down another financial emer-
grency tax, because in the event of a drought
there will be a real financial emergency, not
a fictitious one such as we have had duiring
the last few years. W'e have Ibeen notified
by those in authority that we have passed
thrnewh the depression and got hack to a
more nornmal basis. If that is so there
would appear to he no real niecessity for
any taxation to be designated financial
emergency taxation. T suggest to the Trea-
surer that the time has arrived when he
should drop that tax in favour of ordinary
income tax, and reduce it asm soon as lie pos-
sibly can. I can assure hini that there will
he a very keen demtand for real financial
emergency taxation for the assis9tance of
our primary producers if the season finishes
up as it is going to-day. Prom time to time
we have been told tHat everybody was look-
ing forward to good rains that seemed to be
inuninrunt, hut in every instante the result
was disappointing. There is neither feed
nor water in the stock-carrying areas,;, ex-
cept in some favoured districts along the
Great Southern or down in the South-West,

and the outlook is very depressing. I do
not wish to be pessimistic, but it is as 'well
that we should face the facts. It is unfor-
tunate, too, that when we have a dry sea-
son pests such as grasshoppers come along
and take -what little crop or grass there is.
When the Preniier was in London I noticed
that at a function held in his honour there
he said that agricultural production in
Western Australia continued to grow apac,
and that all was well.

The Premier: Did not it look like it
thenaI

Hon. P. D. FERG'US ON: It looked like
it when the Premier left here, but it did not
look like it when the Premier made that
statemient. We wvere very apprehensive
about it just at that time.

The -Minister for Mines: Why, it looked
like it when he landed back here, let alone
the time when he made that statement!

HRon. P. D. FERGUSON: It may have
seemed so to the inexperienced Minister for
Mit's. T canl cub' express the hope that
we, shall yet get bountiful rains. Victoria
waqs in a Very had way only a few weeks
ago, but she has now 'had bountiful rains
which have improved her prospects consider-
ably. There is still time for us to have suf-
ficient rain to give a good harvest over much
of the State, but T am afraid that in some
dis.tricts at least it is already too late. I am
sorry the Mfinister for Agriculture is not in
his place, because there are one or two mat-
ters concerning the Department of Agricul-
ture which I wish biriefly to discuss. I sin-
cerely' regret the occident that occurred to
the Mfinister, and I Join with other members
in expressing the hope that he will soon be
hack in his place here. I wish to refer to
the wonderful work which has been carried
out by an officer or the department, Dr.
Bcnntts, in his research work into stock
diseases in this State. For the last hund-
red Years in sonic of our best stock-raising
districts people have unfortunately been un-
able to rear any great number of lambs.
lIt is a common occurrence for ewes during
their useful breeding life only to raise one
lamb in certain districts. Instead of raising
one lamb a year, they only raise one lamb
in their lives. Graziers in those areas have
found it neces-ary to get rid of such ewes,
after they have raised the one lamb, to
another district. The districts I refer to are
mainly situated between the Midland rail-
way and the coast. They comprise some of
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our best grazing areas. I think every lead-
ing veterinary officer in this State, and cer-
tainly every leading veterinarian of the De-
partuient of Agriculture, has devoted a good
,deal of his time and attention to endeavour-
ing to discover the cause and a cure for the
disease that is commonly known as rickets.
There is a vast difference between rickets
of that nature and the ordinary rickets
which stock get from eating palms. This
disease mainly occurs in lambs, but it also
occurs in calves and foals. It is found in
the coastal areas between the Midland rail-
way and the Indian Ocean. Of my own
knowledge for the last 40 years every grazier
in these areas has done his utmost to ascer-
tain the cause of the disease -and if possible
to find a cure for it. They have invoked the
aid of the Agricultural Department ever
since it has been in existence. Quite recently
Dr. Bcnnctts, as a result of several years of
research work, and with the aid of a
chemist from another department, suc-
ceeded in ascertaining the cause of the
disease and in putting before residents
of those districts what promises to be an
effective cure. This will be worth a great
deal to the State. Some recognition, should
be accorded Dr. Bennetts for his untiring
work, ie is a born scientist and research
worker. The stock raisers of Western
Australia desire that some recognition
should be made by the State or Common-
wealth authorities for the painstaking
work and the perseverance Dr. Bennetts has
brought to hear upon his investigations.
I hope on his return the Minister for Agri-
culture -will discuss the matter -with the

C..B.and the Federal Government. in
conjunction with whom and the Depart-
ment of Agriculture Dr. Bennetts has been
carrying on operations for some vears. I
trust by that means some suitable recogni-
tion will he made of the value of the ser-
vices which have been rendered by this
scientist. For many years. pafst Wecstern
Australia has been fort unate in its, veter-
inary officers who have heen, attached to
the Department of Agriculture. They
have made a name for themselves, but be-
cause we in Western Australia have not
been able to pay thenm a sufficient salary
they have found better jobs elsewhere. I
do not want that to happen in the case of
Dr. Bennetts, whose services we cannot
afford to lose. The stock-raising industry
is of vital importance to Western Austra-

lin, and associated with it are many big
problems. Unless we retain the services of
trained scientists and research investiga-
tors, such as Dr. Beninetts, the industry
will he bound to suffer. I hope something
will he (lone to show the appreciation of
the State for his services, and that they
may be retained to us. In some of our
order settled areas, particularly in what
is known as the jami and York gum belt,
as a result of the clearing of timber for
sonic years past, many salt patches have
appeared. Through the clearing of timber
on the higher slopes this salinity has made
itself manifest on the lower slopes. These
salt patches have recently become bigger
and bigger, until to-day they represent
quite a considerable area. I urge upon the
Grovernment and the 'Minister for Agricul-
ture to take steps to endeavour to find some
fodder grass that will grow on these salt
patches. One settler in my district, Mr.
Truman, has been in touch with scientists
all. over the world. He has secured seeds
of various plants, some of which give pro-
mise of taking hold in these salt patches.
That, however, is not the province of the
private individual. The Department of
Agriculture should be able to tackle the
job much better.

Mr. Stubbs: Maugel., will grow there.

Hon. P. D. FEROUSON: Settlers cannot
he expected to undertake to row hundreds
of aeres of inangek . They cost a lot to
produce. Unless a man is running a dairy
property, the crop ca]' lierdly be put to
profitaleI USe- MHagels are useful in the
case of cows, but the rainfall must be
heavy. They are not a practical crop to
grow in ordinary wheat and sheep areas,
and a lot of labour is required to grow such
a crop. We want a9 fodder gross that will
thrive on this comparatively salt land, a
fodder that is useful for stock. Similar
areas, arc to he found Qll over the world.
f understand that in Russia aL lot has been
done with regard! to the propagation of
such g :raSSes- and that this work has revo-
lutionised somie of the salt areas in that
country. T suggest that the department
mig-ht do more in this direction. They
might let us, know what has been done up
to date, and if any seed is available for
distribution amongst reliable farmers in the
areas concerned. It is a pity that so much
of this lend should remain idle. In many
cases it comprises some of the best land
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on the individual farms. If it could be
utilised for the growing of suitable fad-
ders, it could be turned to useful account
for the farmers concerned. I wish flow
to refer to the question of rabbit exter-
mination. There has hardly been a debate
on the Address-in-reply when I have
not raised the question. I do not
propose to talk about rabbit extermina-
tion generally. In the Old Country virus
has been prepared which gives promise
(of being particularl 'y useful in the eradica-
tion of the pest. Sonme of that virus has
been secured for Australia, and is in the
hands of scientists, associated with the

CS.Rmainly operating in the Eastern
States. In an endeavour to try it out in
Australia, the officials concerned tried to

seueant island near Tasmania, where they
felt it would be safe to conduct experiments.
Owing to some misguided action on the part
of the Government of Tasmania they were
unable to obtain the use of that island. I
suggest to the Government there may be
some island off our coast that could he offered
to the C.S.I.R. for their experiments. Those
responsible people who are associated with
the movement are not lik-ly to do anything
that will prove injurious to humnan brings,
or other life within the area in the course
of proving the use of the virus in question.
Australia would be perfectly safe if it
allowed these investigations and experi-
ments to he conducted on some sial
island, where it might be demonstrated that
the virus will definitely kill rabbits. in a
wholesale manner. Very few other consider-
ations should he allowed to interfere 'with
it-, use in Australia. The rabbits constitute
a terrible menace, and are responsible for
many thousands; of pounds worth of damage
each year within the Common wealth. We
have a number of islands along our south
coast. If we could p~rovide the C.S.L.R. with
one of them, the authorities would then be
able to put the virus to an adequate test.
'We know that in the Old Country under
more confined and restricted conditions much
good has been achieved by this discovery.
I hope the Minister for Lands is not too
busily engaged in reading the document be-
fore him, because I would like him to take
up with the ('.S.1.1. the possibility of plac-
ing at their disposal one of our islands on
tile south coast so that the virus may be
tried out there. I am sure that if there
were any danger attached to the making of

the experiments, the Federal Government
would not allow those concerned to proceed
with it. Nothing should be placed in the
way of preventing the experiments from
being conducted. In this State we suffer
probably to a greater extent from the depre-
dations of the pest than any other State suf-
fers. We ought to take a hand in the mat-
ter and say to the authorities, "We will find
you the necessary island whbere you may
conduct your experiments." I commend the
matter to the M1inister. The question of
sheep stealing is exercising the minds of
farmers and pastora lists in various parts of
the State. The trouble will continue until
the Government provide more funds for the
Commissioner of Police to enable him to
employ more police officers in the country
districts. I was told by the secretary of an
agricultural society along the Midland line
that in his immnediate neighbourhood since
the 1st January no fewer than 500 sheep
had been stolen. It is impossible for the
local police, with the conveniences at their
disposal, to track down the thieves. I asked
the secretary of the society if the thefts had
been reported to the local police. His reply
was, "No, of what uise is it to do that? They
can do nothing." The sheep are generally
stolen by people who have a motor truck
The only means of transport for the local
policeman is his horse, and sometimes the
horse is as old as he is. It takes him a long
time to get out to the farm from which the
theft has been mande, let alone track up the
thieves. The GoveI11rnment should find a sum
of motley for the Conmmissioner to enable
him to appoint additional officers in those
areas where it is known that sheep stealing
is rampant. The fanner himself can do
nothing. Sometimes he does not know for
several days that sheep have been stolen,
atid if he did know, lie- could not track up
the thieves. That is the work of the police.
When a thief sets out to take a truck load
or half a truck load of sh;eep he generally
does so on a holiday, a show day, a, race day
or a gla(day. At such a time most
of the farmers are away from their
farms and are visiting the town. They
]nay choose a Satuirday afternoon when
the farmers who have conveyances go
to tile town for their weekly shopping.
By the time the farmer appreciates the fact
that some of his sheep have been stolen, the
actual thieves are so far away that it is
qutite impossible for the owner to track them
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diown. If additional police were provided in
the rural districts, I believe that sonic of
the thieves would be apprehended, andl if an
example were made of some of them, it
might have a deterrent effect upon others.
I have to confess to a feeling of disap-
pointment that there was no reference in the
Ltieut-Governion's Speech to any proposed
legislation dealing with the marketing of
primary commodities.

The Minister for Lands: The people were
givea an opportunity to vote on that, and
they turned it down.

Hon. 0. G. Latham : And they turned
down other things, too.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: They also
turned down legislation that is now on the
statute-book, and is in operatiolL despite the
referendum. That legislation might easily
be extended. There have been a number of
deputations to the Minister for Agriculture
from primary producers' associations and
others urging that action be taken regarding
marketing problems, and members of the
Government have stated that organised mar-
keting is a part of their policy. If that be
so, why do not they take some action that
will implement that policy? Is it merely
retained on Labour's platform as so much
birdlime for the farmers at election times,
or do the Government really believe in the
principle? I have heard 'Ministers say that
they believed in the policy, and that it was
the intention of the Government that some-
thing should be done. The problem of
organised marketing of products has re-
eived a great deal of attention all over the
world. The old law of supply and demand,
of which we heard so much in our youth,
does not operate to-day at all. It is a ques-
tion of organisation, and other countries
have realised that and appreciated the benefit
of the application of that policy. Recently
the Melbourne University sent to West-
ern Australia 'Mr. J. C. Hinbersherger, one
of their experts on marketing problems, and
that gentleman stayed in this State for some
weeks% during which hie deliverecd a series
of lectures, at the University. I am sorry
members of Parliament, particularly those
sitting on the Government side of the House,
were not invited to listen to him, because
I am sure they -would have derived a con-
siderable volume of information from that
gentleman's discourses. T will read to the
House some remarks of 'Mr. Habersherger
Olat were pui~hled in the "West Austra-

lian." [it the course of the report the fol-
lowing appeared:

fIn Australia there seemed to be a tendency
for administrators to stand in the way of the
adoption of iure efficient marketing methods.
Reasons for this tendency were that it was
felt that tine new miethodsi would lead to pos-
sible displacemrent of labour and to diffcul-
ties during tine transitional period. While
every endeavour should he made to effect the
change fron one systemn to the other with as
little disturbance as possible, the points speed-
fled should not ho used as an argument for the
maintenance of existing conditions and the
preservation of inefficient and costly marketing
methods.

Incidentally, when I had a conversation with
this gentleman, he told me that he had been
absolutely amazed at the indifference and
more or less tacit opposition to organised
marketing that he had encountered in West-
ern Australia. To continue-

A tremendous amount of consideration had
beens given to problems of production, ana
these problems had in the main heen satisfac-
torily solved. Efforts were now heing made
to secure attention to the distributing side of
economics, which was marketing. The test
should always be: Would the change in system
result in an economnic gain to the community
as a whole? If this question was answered in
the aflirmative, Australia should not hesitate
to put the change into operation.

Big opportnnities for increasing efficienicy
existed in tine transport side of marketing.
In many ininases of mnarke'ting, Australia was
already passing through a transitional period.
While tine adjustment necessary to bring about
more efficient systems migint possibly be pain-
fat in the short term, the gain to the corn-
mnunity as at whole would Justify tine forward
move.

I believe that that is so.
Mr. North: Ts that about the broad gauge

for railways?
Hon. 1P. D. FERGUSON: No, it has no-

thing to do with railway gauges at all, It
relates to organised marketing.

Mr. Marshall: I should say that perhaps
it dealt with narrow-gautge mentality!

Mr. Sampson: And that is not in any
way personal.

f1on. P. 1D. FERGUSON: Mr Hahers-
herger is at nieniher of the staff of the -Mel-
bourne University, and has made a close
studyv of marketing problem-, He Inns giv-en
those who attend our own University the
benefit or his inquiries and knowledge. I
feel that in these day.; the spread between
the vaslue oft the eominiodities produced by
our growers and tile cost or them to the con-
sumrers i., so great that, in the interests of
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oar national welfare, we should (Io some-
thing to -reduce the margin. It is hardly
worth while, going on under the old-time
conditions, by which we allowed speculators
to handle most of the imnportant' commodi-
ties we produce. It would be marvellous if
some orderly method of marketing were
adopted, such as is in force elsewhere and
has proved such a success. No further proof
than that should be necessary to induce any
Government to place the necessary legisla-
tion on the statute-book that will enable
producers of any particular commodity to
operate along orderly organised marketing-
lines with statutory powers, if a majority
of them so desire. In the course of his
speech, the Premier the other evening stated
that the Minister for Lands had devoted the
whole of his time to the welfare of the men
on the land and in dealing with farmers'
problems generally. I desire to indicate
one. direction in which the Minister for
Lands has fallen down on his self-imposed
task rather badly, and I hope he will take
notice of what I say. During the develop-
ment of the agr-icultural areas, quit(, a num-
bee of large properties have been purchased
by Governments from time to time, and
settled, on long-term provisions, with re-
turned soldiers and other settlers,. In some
instances, those repurchased estates were
bought at higher pricesm than the later set-
tlers were able to pay. In process of time,
certain reductions were made in the actual
prices charged to the settlers. Re-valuations
have been effected in certain instances. T
have a list regarding a few of the estates
showing, the reductions that were made from
the original price charged to the settler, and
the prices charged to-day. The reductions
affecting the estates mentioned are as
follows:

Guarau
Ineriag
Wongoondy
Mendela
Oarnamah
Coekatea
Yarra Yarra
'Yandanooka

Total

I
10,117

97
11,596
2,315
2,155
2,143
1,271

46,823

76,517

All those estates are situated in the elec-
torate represented by the member for
Greenouch (Mr. Patrick). I do not know
,wbat political influence he has been able to
exercise with the Governments concerned
that enabled those reductions to be author-

ised. Thexe are one or two smaller estates
in my electorate respecting which the Alin-
ister for Lands cannot be induced to agree
to any reduction. While that Ws bad enough
and unfair enough when the reductions
agreed to in other parts of the State are
taken into consideration, it is doubly unfair
at the present time, when the Common-
wealth Government have provided consider-
able funds for the reduction of fanners'
surplus debts.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! There is too
much conversation among members, and I
cannot hear what the member for Irwin-
Moore is saying.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: I think nearly
£500,000 has been provided for Western
Australia already. Unfortunately, settlers
on the repurchased estates to which I am
referring-they arc the very men for whom
this money was provided-are unable to de-
rive any benefit from it. I can give an in-
stance of one man whose case I have taken
up unsuccessfully with the Minister for
Lands. That settler owes the Lands Depart-
mient a substantial amount; the Agricultural
Bank a certain amount and also something
to his ordinary creditors. He made appli-
cation to the Rural Relief Trustees for as-
sistance. This is a genuine ease, and the
settler is entitled in every respect to partici-
pate in the distribution of the Common-
wealth money provided for the reduction of
farmers' surplus liabilities. The unsecured
creditors of the farmaer are willing to write
down his indebtedness by 50 per cent.; the
Agricultural Bank trustees are prepared to
write down his debt to them; the Rural Re-
lief Trustees are prepared to assist him-on
condition that the Lands Department will
write down their debt also. The Minister
for Lands is adamant, and will not shift.

'Mr. Thorn: You cannot shift him.
Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: The Minister

says, "This man has paid very little to the
Lands Department off his indebtedness."
Of course, that is quite correct. It would
have been hopeless for him to endeavour
to pay off his indebtedness to the
Lands Department, because the Agricultural
Bank has had first call on his income all the
time. In these circumstances, the complaint
of the Minister for Lands is against the
Agricultural Hank, and not against the
farmer. The Minister, by his attitude, is
preventing this settler from obtaining the
benefit of the Commonwealth money that
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was made available for the assistance of men
in the position I have indicated. This man
is settled in the M1oors district. It is a
mixed farm for sheep and wheat. His farm
is not a good wheat proposition. It is more
suitable for oats and sheep. His indebted-
ness on his cleared land runs out at nearly
£9 per acre, so members will realise bow
hopeless it is for him to expect to get rid
of such a liability. He has no chance in life
of doing so. But if the Agricultural Bank,
the Lands Department and his unsecured
creditors were to agree to write down the
man's indebtcdncss and the Rural Trustees
would provide him with the assistance I am
assured they would be prepared to make
available, the men would have a fair chance
to make good. I will ask the Minister for
Lands if he can, onl this occasion, to open
his bowels of compassion in favour of this
farmner, who has been struggling on his
holding ever since he returned from the war
in 1920. The man is a real dinkuni trier,
and the only thing that prevents him from
getting one more chance to make good is the
attitude of the Minister for Lands. I had
intended to bring under the notice of the
Minister for Works, who I thought would
be very sympathetic towards me, a request
for a water scheme at a place in my district,
but as I came into the Chamber I was
handed a letter from the U'nder Seeretary
for Works advising me that the money had
already been allocated. So I am going to
let the Minister for 'Works off on this ocea-
sion.

The Minister for Mines: You might give
him a hit of credit for it, you know.

Hon, C, G. Lathamn: He is giving himn
-credit.

Von,. P. D). FERGUSON: I will do that
in writing.

The Minister for Mines: Don't let a word
get into the Press that we have done any-
thing to help the farmers!I

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: I was thinking
that perhaps I should thank the Under
Secretary.

The Minister for Works: That is very
generous, too.

The Minister for Mines: You are very
generous about it, no doubt. You are good
growlers but never give credit where it is;
due.

Hon. P. D. FERGUTSON: There is a gov-
ernmental utility at Fremantle that handles
a greait deal of the primary produce of West-

ern Australia, I refer to the IFremantle
Harbour Trust. 'Many~ years ago the policy
was adopted of giving differcnt sections of
tin' community representation on that Trust.
I reljl~mmberl wlnL the late Mr'. Blasil Murray
was first appointed to the Trust. He was
managing director of the largest co-opera-
tire concern in Western Australia, and his
appointment was generally acclaimed
throughout the length and breadth of this
State as being very suitable. On his death
another producers' representative, in the per-
son of Mr. 11. W. A. Tanner, was appointed,
and he carried on that work as producers'
representative for a number of years. When
he died -Mr. Angwin was appointed. Pro-
ducers' organisatiou., protested that 'Mr.
Angw in was not a producer, and was not
the best man for that position, being not
quite an fait with the producers' viewpoint
on many matters likely to be discussed by
the Trust. But the Premier of the day in
this House stated that Mr. Angwin had all
the qualifications of a producers' representa-
tive and could represent the producers on
that Trust as well as any other man. Pro-
ducers through-lout the State recognised the
fairness, integrity and ability of Mr.
Angwin, and did not say very much about it.
IUnfortunately, when Mr. Ang-win resigned
to take up the chairmanship of the Rural
Relief Fund Trustees, another man was ap-
pointed in the person of Mr. Mann, who, I
understand, is a Trades Hall official of Pre-
mantle. What qualifications did Mr. 'Mann
hare to be the producers' representative on
the Fremantle Harbour Trust?

Honi. C. G. Latham: Hec wan a member
of the Labour Party.

Hon. P. fl. FERtGUSON: Producers of
this country, provide the wherewithal for the
carrying on of the Trust, and r suggest that,
in common fairness, they should have a rep-
resentative on the Trust. I do not wish to
say anything against Mr. Mann. I do not
know him. Tie miay be a vary estimable
man, but I urge that when the time comes
for a reappointment of the Trust, producers'
organisations in this State be given con-
sideration, and that a direct nominee of those
organisations be appointed to the Trust. To
give satisfaction to all sections of the com-
munity should be the desire of the Govern-
ment. and it is distinctly unfair that they
should antagonise a big section of the com-
munity, a section that provides the bulk of
the comimodities which the Trust handles
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from year to year, and a section which, in
my opinion, is mare entitled to representation
than any other part of the community. The
Trust at the present time consists of Mr.
Carter, a retired shipping magnate, Mr.
Bateman, a member of the firm of J. & W.
Bateman of Fremantle, Mr. Mann of the
Trades Hall, Mr. McMahon, originally a
clerk in the employ of the Trust, and a
Treasury official, Why is it necessary that
the Labour unions at Fremantle should have
all those representatives on the Trust, and
and that people -who provide the sinews of
war should have no representation at all?

Mr. Fox: What have they done that you
disagree with?

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: I em not accus-
ing them of having done anything, but I
do know that the chairmian of the Fremantle
Harbour Trust has hinted on more than one
occasion that the time is fast approaching
when producers of commodities like wheat
and wool are going to be called upon to pay
a higher proportion of the cost of the Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust than at present. Who
is going to speak on behalf of the producers
of those commodities when the matter comes
up for discussion at the Fremantic Harbour
Trust again? It is absolutely unfair and
unwarranted that the producers of this
Stats should be without representation. It
was bad enough when the producers' repre-
sentative was dropped and Mr. Angwin was
appointed, but it was adding insult to in-
jury when, upon Mr. Angwin's dropping
out, yet another Trades Hall official was
appointed. The first time I spoke in this
House, 10 years ago, I referred to the habit
of some city magistrates in ordering derelict
characters to go into the country. I voiced
my protest then and I want to reiterate what
I have said on more than one occasion since.
It is absolutely wrong for any magistrate
in the city to order some disreputable vag-
rant to leave the city and to go into the
country as a punishment. It is not good
enough for the people in the sparsely popu-
lated country districts. In the metropolitan
area we can see policemen at every corner.
They are there to protect the residents of
the metropolitan area, and they have plenty
of opportunities of arresting any individuals
such as vagrants and thieves. Buit when
characters such as these are sent to the
sparsely populated rural areas, where there
is less police protection, they become an
absolute menace to the people of those dis-

tricts. Many farms in Western Australia
are one-man farms. The farmer lives on
the property with his wife and family, He
is away from his home nearly all day attend-
ing to farm work, sometimes a mile or more
away. His wife is left by herself in the
house, and it has happened on more than
one occasion that some disreputable char-
acter has come along and almost frightened
the life out of her. Yet here we have well-
known magistrates in the city aggravating
the position by telling these bad characters
to get into the country. I hope these re-
marks will appear in the Press. It is my
intention to urge country magistrates, when
the vagrants come before them, to tell them
that unless they get back to the metropoli-
tan area quick and lively, they will be sen-
tenced to a term of imprisonment. I hope
the magistrates will do it. I would like the
House to listen to what I am about to read,
and judge for themselves whether it is a fair
thing to the country districts of Western
Anstralia. I will omit the man's name. He
was a labourer and was brouight before
the court the other day on a charge of vag-
]ancy, This is the Press report:-

Constable Buck had seen himn in Perth in
the early hours of March 7. He was dirty,
dilapidated, barefooted, drunk and reeking
of methylated spirits. Sergeant Archibald also
drew a. distressing picture of his appearamce.
Detective Richards stated that the accused was
wont to move about with a case containing
mat-mending materials which, however, had
never been seen in use..

The accused transferred from the dek to
the witness stand and continued his life story
from the ending of a sentence recently im-
posed by Mr. Moseley. Thanks to free lifts on
cars andI trucks he had visited all the main
towns of the South-West, and had made about
£1 10s. by mat mending. The cause of the
journey had been the hope of boarding a ship
for England. In that he had failed. Return-
ing to Perth, he had spent all his money save
Is. 6d. on liquor. Ga the night of his arrest
he had left his temporary abode in the back-
yard of a house in Mount's Bay-road to secure
a cup of coffee in the city. He bad gone bare-
footed because his feet were tired.

Saying that the police evidence did not go
far enough, the magistrate freed the man,
ordering him to get out of town within 48
hours.
Having been in the South-West befbre, I
dare say that man will make back for the
South-West. No matter what country dis-
trict he goes to, he will constitute a. menace
to that district. It would he infinitely pre-
ferable for him to remain in the nmetropoli-
tan area, where he could be under polie
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surveillance. There is an opportunity for
the police to keep an eye on himn here, but in
many agricultural areas where police sta-
tions are 50 miles apart, and sometimes fur-
-ther apart than that, it is not fair to have
that type of individual about in the country,
let alone to have him ordered there by a
magistrate. There is one more miatter to
which I wish to refer anid that is the instriw-
tion given by the Government to the Tender
Board to refuse to accept a tender from any
person or firm until they have an assurance
that the tenderer employs union labour, and
that the men are financial members of some
recognised union. This latest decree of the
Government goes further than any govern-
mental act of which I have ever heard ini the
British Empire. I always thought it. was
the function of thc Government to deal
fairly with all sections of the community and
all individuals. Surely it is absolutely im-
proper for a Government to say to any in-
dividual that unless he employs certain
people on certain terms, the Government will
not trade with him. Surely every person arnd
firm is entitled to participate iii govern-
mental business, provided he complies with
the laws of the country. But here is a decree
made by the Government without reference
to Parliament or the Arbitration Court,
which fixes the conditions under which men
shall work. The Government says "Unless
you do certain things, we will not trade with
you." If I want to put in a tender to the
Government to supply any Government de-
partment with a ton of chaff or a hag of
oats, I am not allowed to do so unless the
men I employ to produce the commodity and
('art it to the town tire unionists and have
paid their union fees. It is altogether a
violation of the functions of Government.
It has never been attempted, so far as I
know, in any British community before.
When I saw, some months ago, that 'Mr.
Willeock had been appointed leader of the
Labour Party and thus to the Premiership
for the time being, I made the remark: "This
man is the moat moderate man in the Labour
movement in this State and there will be an
end of extreme acts." But we find that dur-
ing the absence of this moderate Premier in
the Old Country the irresponsible juniors of
his Government have put this sort of thing
over. It is discreditable to the Government
and I assure them that it is going to react
against them. The whole conimunity of
'Wes;tern Australia is resenting it.

Mr. Fox: We are very grateful to you
for your warning.

Hon. P. -D. FER1GUSON: There is no
primary producer of whom I know who
wants to cater for Governmental business
who deems it his duty to see that his emn-
ployees arc, financial members of some union
that appeals to thle Government for the tinie
being. It is a discreditable action on the
part or the Government, and I am indeed
sorry that the Premier had to return to
Western Australia to he faced wit]h tis
position.

Opposition members: Hear, hear!

MIL LAflERT (Yilgarn-Coolgardie)
f5.30] - It is not my purpose to enter into
a minuto dliscussion regarding the value of
the Address-in-reply debate. it seems
strange that alnost every member that took
exception to its ellicacy either grew remark-
ably loquacious or descended to the depths
of his own parochial needs, Of course it
is quite understandable that a mentality of
that kind should find very little value in the
ag-e-long- privilege extended to private mem-
bers of this legislature. I have no inten-
tion to take exception to the varying ideas
as to the v-alue of this debate, but it might
be illumflinating 1 if I quote from "Visions
Truer than Truth," by an immortal poet-

Words, words, words; metrical or rhythmnical
dlexterity, rising into pleasant and even in-
toxicating tunes, which, however, are nothing
more thtan tunes, and when all is said do no
more good to time better part of you than a
cleverly mnixed cocktail, In one's more sericasq
moods one might even go as far as to sat'y that
there should be a society bent on the prohibi-
tion of nmeaningless talk, and that the signa-
ture of its pledge should be accepted as a
duty by all self-respecting citizens. For, when
this brilliant verbal jugglery, aerobatics, fire-
works, bubble, or whatever you like to call it,
is possessed of an 'y ascertainable content of
mevaning or sense, which it very rarely is-
That passage has a particular application in
some instances.

-t conveys ideas or fanicies that are mor-
bidly voluptuous, and so it is subversive of
sound politicail principles nnil of private no
less than of public morality.

Mr. Hegney: Who wrote, that?
Mr. LAMBERUT: That is Swinbourne on

"Words," and the passage was forcibly
brought home to me while listening to the
Address-in-reply debate. This debate really
gives members an opportunity to speak in
a widle-ometimes wise-sort of way on
questions that affect our national and econo-
mic. life. Two outstanding questions that
must be dealt with, not only by the Coin-
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mionwealth Government but by the State
(lroverninent, are those of national instit-
ance and the control of banking. Probably
they are the paramount questions confront-
ing the Commonwealth. Without a satis-
factory basis upon which to buy and sell
our goods, there is no possible hope under
any monetary system of the people who are
produceing the wealth and performing the
esential services of the country receiving
remuneration comnmen su rate with their ef-
forts. One needs only to visit the country
districts. and see the people labouring tinder
conditions that are almost (leplorable--de-
plorable because of a considerable amount
of inefficiency in our Government depart-
ments. The meii nnd women upon the hind,
as, well as the children who are forced to
live upon the land, have to suffer because
of the inexcusable inattention on the part
of Government departments. During the
last few months I have come into close con-
tact wvith the conditions under which people
in, the forming areas of my district arc liv-
ing . While I will not say that those condi-
tions constitute a ehallen~ge to the present
Governmenptt, I do say that they are at least
a ehallenge to common decency, and
lead the people to believe that gov-
erninental authorities and many of the
bureaucrats represented by the Civil
Service are unsym pathetic, unkind and
care little as to those conditions.
I know that nine-tenths of our under-secre-
taries are symnpathetic, but I would like to
see the rest, together with under-strappers
who sit in cushioned chairs, in the metro-
politani area, sent out to the country to get
experience of the conditions, and then prob-
ably they would cultivate a more helpful
outlook as to their obligations to those who
are doing- the real work of the country.

Mr. Warner: Surely you would not be so
cruel!

Mr. LAMBERT: I have said that national
insurance and banicing must receive imme-
diate attention. For half a century those
questions of paramount importance have
been allowed to drift, hut parties have now
forced the issue to the extent that the Fed-
eral Government, knowing they have to face
the electors within the next three or four
months, have indicated that they will give
consideration to those questions. If the
very basis of our economic and social order
is being undermined and the banking sys-
tem. is wrong, what other question could
matter as much? What becomes of our

efforts in this Legislature, restricted though
it is, if the social order embracing, all that
contributes to the health and well-being of
the commniuty is neglected? In my 21
years' experience in this Parliament we have
had faddists who have suggested a fiduciary
issue to place banking on a satisfactory
basis, and we have also heard schemes for
overhauling the social order that no sane
man would countenance, hut it is a health-
ful sign that the Federal Government have
so far realised their responsibility to the
People as to be making a feeble effort, ad-
mittedly within the ambit of the political
leg-roping of their supporters, to grapple
with those problenis. If from these efforts
we can. get a measure of baniking reform as
well as ref orm along the linies of national
insurance, the Labour Party in the Federal
and State sphere- will have done something
to assist the people who most require help.
I have no desire to enter upon a discussion
of banking, because I am not a banker.
Only on odd occasions do I consult a banker,
amid then he usumilty gets the better of the
arguien t. The State Government should
immiediately make an attempt to repeal the
legislation that permitted the State Savings
Bank to be taken over by the Common-
wealth. That was a most deplorable act.
I know the member for Nediands (Hon. N.
Keenan) will agree with me. There was no
need for the closing down of the State Sav-
ings Banik except the absolute bludgeoning
indulged in by the Commonwealth Bank and
Commonwealth authorities through their
note issue to make unstable the finances of
the State institution. It was bad enough to
lose the Western Australian Bank. There
we had an institution locally owned, but we
allowed its directors to alter their charter
and sell to the Bank of New South Wales.
Bat we should demand the re-institution of
the State Savings Bank, and if other people
possessed the same amount of determination
that I have, the Common wealth would soon
be brought to realise that many of the
anomalies that now exist must be rectified.

Mr. North: You had better join Abher-
hart's Alberta Cabinet.

Mr. LAMBERT. At mny time of life I am
not looking for an experience of that kind.
I cannot see how there can be any improve-
ment in the relations between the Common-
wealth and the State until such time as the
Commonwealth definitely concedes that the
State has equal rights with the Common-
wealth in the government of this country
It is pleasing to note the progress that ha.
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been made in those industries which are of
such importance to Western Australia. Last
year the mining industry contributed ap-
proximately £7,000,000, wool £4,000,000, arid
wheat £3,600,000. Whilst it is regrcttabl?
that because of seasonal difficulties and other
factors both wheat and wool have shown a
reduction in output, the gold mining indus-
try is buoyant. Apart from the increased
productive value of the gold mining indus-
try, there is probably nothing more pleasing
to those who represent it in this House than
the altered hours of labour connected with
it. A tribute must be paid to the industrial
organisations concerned, combined with the
Parliamentary Labour Party, that in season
and out of season, they have stressed the
need for reducing the hours of work under-
ground. So much was this so that the Arbi-
tration Court was impressed, and to-day the
miners working underground are enjoying
the benefit of a 40-hour week. They also
enjoy the benefits of the Workers' Comn-
pensation Adt, but that legislation has been
dearly paid for. Unscrupulous and relent-
less members of the medical profession have
exploited the Act in such a mnanner that it
has amnounted to almost daylight robbery. I
cannot understand why the British Mledical
Association do not take tip this matter and
prevent pettifogging practitioners from
taking advantage of minor accidents anti
keeping the patients on their books for three
or four weeks. That this sort of thing should
be allowed to go on is a standing disg-race to
anything approaching a profession. That
is what members of the profession are doing
to-day, and it is what the B.M.A. are wink-
ing at.

Mr. Tonkin: I think the B.M.A. have
interested themselves in the matter now.

Mr. LAMEBERT: They have taken no
action in numbers of glaring cases.

The Minister for 'Mines: They have done
so in some cases. I know of one instance in
which the hill was for £90 and they refused
to allow more than £2.

Mr. LAKB3ERT1: That is an isolated case
out of thousands.

The Minister for Mines: That may be so.
Mr. Tonkin: I think the hon. member will

find they have given considerable attention
to the matter.

Mr. LAMBERT: In a very ethical and
abstract way, as it suits them. That mew-
hers of the profession should be allowed to
exploit the insurance companies, it does not
matter whether they are State or privately
owned, and inflate the premiums to the ex-

tent of 50 per cent., amounts to daylight
robbery. Even Ned Kelly would blush at the
very thought of it,

Mr. Fox: The employer has his remedy.
Mr. LA3IBERT: Of course he has. The

ion. member's widow would have her remedy
if he had been attended by an unscrupulous
and incompetent doctor, but I do not know
that that -would be much consolation for him.

Mr, Fox: The employer can dispute the
doctor's certificate.

Mr. SPEARER: Order!
Mr. LA-MB ERT: For a long time it has

occurred to me that the control of our rail-
ways is most cumbersome and inefficient. The
Commissioner is called upon to control not
only our biggest asset, but also the Elec-
tricity Supply and Tramways Department.
We all looked forward with considerable
hope to definite changes in the administra-
tion of the Railways 'when the present Corn-
nisioner .v'as applointedl, hut to my mind

there has been no very signal change either
in railwayv efficiencyv or economy. I am not
surprised there is a1 restless feeling amongst
nmembers, The mnember for Pingelly (31r.
Sewvard) has given notice of motion for the
appointment of a Royal Commission to in-
quire into the running of our railways. If
we want efficiency, we should appoint
someone whose only duty is to control the
Rail ways. We have a big power station.
W~hat does the Conis~sioner know about
controlling our electricity supply? I pro-
pos-e to call for a return showing all the
agreements covering the supply of electri-
city in the metropolitan area with the vari-
ous people who are using current, as well
as people in the outer metropolitan area.
What does the Commissioner know from
the techinical or professional point of view
abmout the control of electricity? These
three branches of our services should be
treatvid ieparately. i The Railways should be
under a Commissioner or Commissioners,
with subsidiary Commissioners to look after
the country districts; we would thus gain a
more intimate knowledge of transport in
Western Australia than has ever been
gained before. We should immediately set
up a Commission for the control of the
electricity supply. Tt is a disgrace that the
general manager of the Electricity Depart-
went should have to go down with his files
to the Commissioner of Railways, and tech-
nically submit his recommendations as to
whether poles should he erected here or
machinery installed there.
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Hon. C. G, Latham: And afterwards take
the poles down.

Mr. LAXtBERT: I do not know about
that.

Roil. C. 0. Lathanm: That is what is be-
ing done along Mounts Bay-road.

Mr. LAMBERT: It is uinsoundI and sin-
businesslike. Neither is it in conformity
with our present requirements, and should
be stopped immediately. There should be
a proper visionl of our future power re-
quirements. We are not to believe that be-
cause we have erected a power station at
East Perth this is the begrinning and end
of the power requirements of this great
State. As Western Australia develops we
will require additional and cheaper power.
It is not my purpose to discuss thle whys
and wherefores of- that question now be-
cause the problem of more and cheaper
power has not yet been solved here. No
wonder the people of Claremont and Ned-
lands are up in anus against the inefliieney
of thle Tramway Department, Was there
ever a more antiquated, inefficient and
uinsatisfac~tory service in the way of loco-
motion than the Tramnways; Department of
this city give us? To go from East Perth
to Claremont takes about an hour, round
by Subiaco and along the Perth-Fre-
mantle road. There , is no excuse for
not giving a better service. I have stood
in Hay-street many times for a quarter of
anl hour waiting for a tram. Eventually I
would get a tram that would dawdle along
up towards Hfarvest-terrac, with four or
five trains immediately following. A dread-
f ul waste of time, It must be apparent to
every mind that this is an obsolete, and
inefficient service, and that the only
alternative to scrapping it is to bring it up-
to-date. The tramways should he under
separate and distinct control. Unless the
forthcoming trolley buses provide a better
service, it would be preferable to go back
to bullock waggons, or something equally
modern according to the departmnent's conl-
ception. I was a member of the Royal
Commission which dealt with the question
of tramway extension, and I frankly admit
that it was on my minority report thlat the
tramway to Claremont was built. It was built
either on the strength of my minority re-
port, or at the volition of the General Mana-
ger of the Perth Tramways--I do not care
which. However, the service is an absolute
disgrace. It is shocking to think that the
State has a considerable amount of money

involved in a serviee that runs it', trains at
such a slow speed. No people, and parti-
cularly not the residents of the capital of
Western Australia, should tolerate such a
thing for- a moment.

r. Cross: We have to tolerat it in
South Perth too. We have a service that
is still worse.

Mr. LAMBERT: The hon. member can
have something to say about that later. I
have quite enough to do to compass what
I have to say about the Claremont tram
without acting as spokesman for South
Perth.

M1r. Cross: I am thle spokesman for South
Perth.

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not hold anyone
in particular blamneable, When I put in my
minority report recommending that the
Claremont tram he built, the members of the
Royal Coimmissioin were exalted to the skies.
The Government were asked to build a tram-
war from the intersection at Nedlands to
Claremont. The members of the Comnmis-
sion were feted and extolled for the view-
point held by me;, and it was exactly the
same with the Claremont council. In excuse
for that, let me mention that it was not ex-
pected that the trains would be run at the
rate of about three miles an hour. With
the stoppages, I do not know that that speed
is now greatly exceeded.

The Minister for Railways: Don't exag-
gerate!

Mr. LAMBERT: I am like the Rev.
George Tulloch making his usual speech on
the liquor question yesterday. If such a
speech is not extravagant, no notice is taken
of it. I offer that as an excuse for the Rev.
George Tulloch. Now to revert to the con-
trol of the railways. For many years it
has been the custom of the Railway De-
partment to call tenders for refreshment
rooms on stations and for .dining cars
throughout the service. Many murmurings,
in which I do not join, have been heard re-
garding the unsatisfactory manner in which
contracts for the lease of refreshment rooms
are let. However, I have yet to learn that
the refreshment rooms and the dining ears
are anything like 'up to the standard of ser-
vice for which the public pay. It is most
remarkable that all tenders, 'with the excep-
tion of those for -refreshment rooms
and dining cars are referred to
the Tender Board for consideration-
But tenders for refreshment rooms
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and dining ears are dealt with in the office
of the Railway Department, Why should
not those tenders be considered by the Ten-
der Board in the same way as all other ten-
ders submitted to the Government? How-
ever, they are dealt with by someone inside
the Commissioner's office.

The Minister for Railways: Subject to
.Ministerial approval.

Mr. LAMBERT: The expression "Minis-
terial approval" conveys little to me. We
do not want Ministerial approval of these
tenders. We knew all about Ministerial ap-
proval years before the Minister for Rail-
ways came here.

The Minister for Railways: You don't
know very much.

Mr. LAMBERT: If it is good enough for
all other tenders to be submitted to the Ten-
der Board, tenders for the lease of ref resh-
ment rooms and dining cars should also be
submitted to that board,

The Minister for Railways: What would
the board do with them?

Mr. LAMBERT: They would consider the
tenders, and allocate contracts on their
merits.

The 'Minister for Railways: They would
recommend,

Mr. LAM1BERT: Of course they would.
The Minister for Railways: And who

would accept?
Mr. LAMBERT: The Tender Board would

recommend-
The Minister for Railways: To whom?
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. LAMBERT: Who considers tenders

in the Railway Department?
,Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-

ber will address the Chair.
Mr. LAMBERT: The Ron. the Minister

interrupted me.
Mr. SPEAKER:- That is a reflection on

the Chair.
Mr. LAMBERT: I wish to refer also to

the inexcusable hovels that the Railway De-
partment lease on each side of the approach
to the central railway station. A man with
any pride at all, a man with a htumble home
and taking some pride in his backyard,
would resent the almost unthinkahle hovels
leased by the Railway Department, par-
ticularly on the eastern side of Perth
railway station. They are simply deplorable.
Hf the railway authorities cannot get a few
pounds worth of revenue without keeping
those hovels that 'have been there for years

and arc continued under the new Commis-
sioner of Railways, then it is time we re-
viewed our attitude to the Railway Depart-
ment and the Commissioner of Railways.
Within a few hundred feet of the central
station there is a man manufacturing tomb-
ztones. It is true that between the station
buildings and the tombstones there is a
stretch of lawn with trees and shrubs that
have a mrost atractive appearande. The
moment one turns through to Beaufort-
street, there is the monumental mason at
work, ever reminding us that it will prob-
ably not be a long time before there is a
flight to eternity for someone. And that is
not all. On the other side, by the Horse-
shoe Bridge, there are blatant advertise-
ments drawing attention to someone's pink
pills, someone's false teeth, or someone's
badly tasting brandy. They are displayed
by means of placards almost as big as this
Chamber, and represent an insult to the
ordinry comnmon decency of people who
have 4 t least some suggestion of pride in
the appearance of the city.

Mr. Hegney: Have you investigated the
western side?7

Mr. LAMBERT: No, I am afr-aid. I see
enough travelling by train without going to
the west. The member for East Perth (Mr.
Hughes) will probably deal with the eastern
side, which is rather bad, too. There are a
few Chinese furniture manufacturers who
are tenants of the Railway Department, and
that, no doubt, gives the railway authorities
considerable satisfaction, seeing that they
are stultifying the view obtainable of the
capital city of the State when visitors enter
by rail. All that is for a few paltry pounds
a year, for which the unsightly hovels and
blatant advertisements are retained. I will
have a few% -words to say about the Electoral
Department.

Mr. Thorn: I thought you were going to
say something about the dining cars, and
rusty water.

Mr. LAMNBERT: I have said all I wish to
say regarding the dining cars. With re-
gard to the service on those cars and A the
refreshment rooms throughout Western Ans-.
tralia, they screech eloquently themselves,
without the necessity for my making any
reference to them. As to Mr. Gorman's stale
and greasy pies and cold coffee, well, I do
not know what to say. It was not my pur-
pose to reduce members to tears by even
referring to them. I suggest that members



[19 AUGUST, 1937.])9

of Parliament, particularly lady members,
should make provision for their own re-
freshment when travelling over our railways.
I think the time has arrived when the Com.-
missioner should seriously consider building
proper up-to-date refreshment rooms such
as are in evidence in the Eastern States.
The present lessee, it is safe to say, is mak-
ing anything from £5,000 a year from the
sale of' liquor. That amount per year, even if
good liquor were sold, would be better used
to provide comfort and reasonable provi-
sions for the travelling public than in going
into the travelling pocket of Mr. Thomas
Gorman. I shall have another opportunity
on the Railway Estimates to deal with this
subject in a more scathing and exacting
way. With regard to the Electoral
Department, like most other members
I had occasion to contest an election a
year or two ago.1I may add that I was
certainly rather surprised at having to con-
test an election! However, I found that the
newly-appointed Chief Electoral Officer had
entirely forgotten about eight or ten most
important centres in my electorate. To such
anl extent was this so that the percentage
vote recorded of 87 at the previous election
was reduced to 52 per cent., and, inci-
dentally, my majority was reduced to an
alagrming extent. I do not know
who is the responsible Minister, and whether
here again it is a question of Ministerial ap-
proval1 for the action, or inaction, of the
Chier Electoral Officer. I hope that the
Minister concerned will indicate his approval,
or disapproval, of this sort of thing, and in-
struct the officer concerned that in any
centre where there is a group of electors,
those individuals should not be disfranchised.
Of course, the Chief Electoral Officer Vas

quite a novice, and had just walked into his
position. After the elections, when I ques-
tioned him as to why he would not provide
polling booths for the convenience of some
of my electors at Kurrawang,
he replied, "Well, there was a dispute
there five or six years ago, and I did not
think it was safe-" That was his reply, not-
withstanding that the individuals concerned
in my district had migrated into Yilgarn to
the ertent of about a hundred miles. If the
Minister for Justice is responsible for the
conduct of this officer, I hope he will review
his activities, and see that not only in my
electorate, which recorded the smallest vote in
the State, but in every other electorate, the

services that the people are entitled to ex-
pecct from the Electoral Department shall be
rendered. What we require is efficiency, and
not the Chief Electoral Officer sitting in his
office in Barrack-street, with little or no
care

Mr. Marshall: Whether you were returned
or not!

Mr. LAMBERT: That was never in
doubt. Every elector should have the right
to exercise the franchise.

Mr. Marshall: That is the point. It is
the elector, not the candidate.

Mr. [LAMBERT: If the people have the
right to exercise the franchise, this is all we
riced care about. In the preparation of the
new rails in anticipation of the election that
most members on this side of the House
hope will he at the normal period, I trust
attention ill not he given only to the met-
ropolitan area, but some will be paid to the
interests of country districts.

Sitting siuspended from 6.15 to 7.20 p.m,

Mr. LAMBERT: It is not my intention
to deal at length with the few remain ing
matters to which I want to refer, nor is it
my wish to sumnmarise the remarks I have
already made. Another opportunity will
occur during- the discussion of the Estimates
for memlubers to deal with matters which
I consider should be dealt with before the
session closes. Just before the ten adjo urn-
nacnt I was referring- to the Electoral De-
partment, and I hope that lion, members
will take note of what I said in connection
with that department. Unless we can get-
some reasonable co-ordination between the
State and Federal Electoral Departments,
it will not be possible to bring our rolls up-
to-date. The Federal Government, I under-
stand subsidise letter boys to report on every
person eligible to vote, using the machinery
of the Postal Department to bring the
rolls up-to-date. That is not possible with
regard to the State Department. Surely,
however, there could be some reasonable,
commonsense arrangement whereby the
whole of the claims that are lodged for
Federal enrolment could be made available
to the State Electoral Department. Until
some such arrangement is made, until there
is co-ordination of the two departments, we
will never be able to put our electoral rolls
in the positon in which they ought to be.

The Minister for Justice: They are always-
better than the Federal rolls.
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Mr. LAMBERT: That isq open to ques-
tion.

The Minister for Justice: It is not- it
'has. been demonstrated.

M1r. LAMBERTf: If the State rolls are
better than the Commonwealth rolls it is
an outstanding disgrace to the Common-
wealth. Under the Commonwealth system
if a letter is addressed, say, to "Mrs. Car-
dell-Oliver, Saibiaco," and she happens to
have removed from that particular address,
the boy who delivers the letter is compen-
sated for its return. A payment is made of
3d. a dozen on letters returned. If a per-
son requests a letter to be re-addressed, the
fact is noted. If a person does not give
notice of his removal from one place to an-
other, he is likely to be penalised nder the
Commonwvaltli Electoral Act.

Mr. Patrick: He is prosecuted too.
Mr. LAMIBERT: That is so. I do not

-wish to say any more in this connection at
the moment. We will have an opportunity
later on of contributing something useful
to the discussion of many subjects when we
have the Estimates before us. I wish now
to make reference to the activities of the
Agricultural Bank. It will he renmembhered
that an inve,;igation of the operations of
the Bank over a very long period was con-
ducted, and a Royal Commission made cer-
tarn recomnmendations. This House then
passed legislation which it was thought
would he reasonably effective. To a great
extent, as a result of the recommendations
of the Royal Commission and the subsequent.
framing of legislation to give effect to those
reommendations, the affairs of the Agri-
cultural Batik were placed upon a very dif-
ferent and, I hope, more satisfactory basis.
lint I have vet to learn that the last word
has been saidl regarding the efficiency of the
Agricultural Bank, both in respect of the
umatter of indebtedness and the relationship
e.Kisting between the Bank and its clients.
While I desire to pay a mneasure of tribute
to the amountt of work that has been
attempted, I hope it will be possible for
us to review this legislation and, as a result,
bring about more contentment and a feeling
of renter security on the part of the clients
of the Bank than exists at present. I em-
bark now upon the discussion of a question
which bristles with many difficulties. I am
going to deal with three or four matters:
the school leaving age, dental and medical
attention, and free milk, and proper nutri-
tion for school children, a subject dealit with
in a most pleasing manner by the mew')er

for Subiaco last night. The other night
the Bishop of Kalgoorlie saw fit to dealt with
the social position on the goldfields. Whether
that reverend genitleman is in a position
from. personal knowledge to deal with
this matter, particularly as it affects delin-
quent and unemployed youths, it is not my
purpose to say, hut I do say that the one
religious body that attempts to do some-
thingm for youth and social uplift is the Sal-
vations Aruy. I should like to know how
often the Bishop of Kalgoorlie, with his
privileged position and his opportunities for
indulgingl in bridge with his rich
parishioners, and for indulging in golf
whenever it suits him, has seen fit
to visit the little humble homes on
the goldfields and ascertain the conditions
under which the men, women and children
of the goldfields are living to-day. It is all
very well for an obscure curate to come here
from England and try to assimilate the
atmosphere of the goldflelds, Would to God
that we could revert to the time when we
had the Rev. Colliek and Father O'C'rorman,
and the Rev. Tom Allen, men who wvent out
into the highways and byways, and did not
hesitate to enter the humb lest homes on the
goldfields. T should like to know when the
Bishop of Kalgoorlie went into those homes,
and where he got the knowledge that
gives him the right to speak of the
con1ditions of life up there. I
noticed too, Archbishop Le Fnniu, said
that the young men and Women have too
much money to spare, particularly on the
goldfields, and that betting amongst child-
ren had become a very common practice.
With all due respect, I dio not know whether
that reverend gentleman has a very intimate
knowledge of affairs on the goldfields. If
we had men, Christians, to-day who would
make themselves conversant with the social
conditions obtaining on the goldfields, pos-
sibly they would deliver forcible and useful,
in stecad of hysterical, contributions to the
controversy that confronts us.

Mr. Thorn: Are you conversant with the
social conditions?9

Mr. LAIBERT: I should not like to be
conversant with many things with which the
hion. member is conversant. I recall the
period when the present member for Ned-
lands (Hon. N. Keenan) was a prominent
figure in Kalgoorlic many years ago,
and I will say that whatever his
contribution in public service to the
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State may have been and may continue to
be, possibly it will never be comparable to
the work he did in laying down a standard
of conduct in the Kalgoorlie municipality, a
standard possibly unequalled in Australia.
The Kalgoorlie Municipality was very
richly endowed. The municipality had
endowment lands which, partly due to the
acumen of the council-of which the member
for Nedlands. was the head-have realised
uip to the present over £100,000 in rentals.
Yet the whole of that property is still in
possession of the Kalgoorlie Municipality,
having been let on building leases.

'Mr. Thorn: Surely you are due for some
of the credit.

Mr. LAMBERT: My purpose in drawn
attention to this is the fact that the reverend
gentlemen up there, with their outbursts,
if they had an intimate and practical know-
ledge of the position of the municipality of
Kalgoorlie, theyv would be in a position to
speak from a much hatter point of view.
I have before me the balance sheet of the
Kalgoorlie municipality. They have a credit
balance Of a little over £13,000 and an esti-
miated revenue this year of £45,950. Most
of their roads and footpaths have been
formed and, as a matter of fact, there is
no need to continue the works policy they
have carried on in the past. They have, as
the member for Nedlands knows, a big
building half way along, the main street,
which they constructed for the marketing of
perishable goods. Also they have 15 or 20
shops, and I suggest to the Bishop of K~al-
goorlie that he and his clerics should go to
the municipal council of Kalgoorlie and say,
"There is a big building with unlimited space
in which physical training could be given to
the youths that are temporarily idling about
street corners;, why not make use of it and
also, perhaps, for vocational training, and so
prevent those youths loafing about tbe
streets, Y"

Mr. Hegney:- Loafing is a very objection-
able term if they are not actually loafing
about the streets.

Mr. LA.MBERT: Well, let me say idling
about the streets; and if that will not
suit the hon. member's whimsical ear, I will
temper it down still further. However, it is
not my purpose to enter into a discussion
with the hon. member; my purpose-which
should he his purpose also-is to have re-
gard to the youth of this country. Instead
of the municipal buildings throughout Aus-
tralia being used for showing puerile

American talking pictures, they should he
used as educational centres for the up-
lift of our youth. The same conditions
obtain in Boulder City of which I was
a councillor. Boulder is a reasonably
rich municipality, and instead of clerics
annually shrieking about what is not
being done by the Parliament, they should
go to the council and say, "Instead of allow-
ing this contaminating influence of cheap
Amnerican pictures in your town hall and
other institutions, throw them open for the
physical, mental and vocational training of
our youths." The member for Nedlands. is
aware that we built a brick bond in Kal-
goorlie that was never used. It requires
only to be re-built to accommodate 300 or
400 boys to receive vocational training in
arts and crafts that would make them useful
citizens. I was a member of the Kalgoorlie
Municipal Council and I pride myself that
it is one of the best civic centres in the State,
but the time has arrived when local authori-
ties of the kind should play a useful part in
the training and guaidance of our boys.
Otherwise we shall have this meaningless
screeh annually that gets us nowhere and
will never exalt the clerics in the estimation
of the public.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: It was not hys-
terics; it was a considered statement that
Was issued.

Mr. LAMBERT: Perhaps it was, but if
those responsible had been more familiar
with the conditions, the statement would
have been more measured and probably more
considered. What applies to Kalgoorlie
applies to Coolgardie, Southern Cross, Ora
Banda and other centres. Why should
we stand idly by when we contribute
sums of money that enable municipalities
to erect buildings in which cheap-Jack
American pictures are exhibited?9 Those
bodies should he taking some part in
the work of directing the young lives of
the State so that they may develop into
worthy citizens of the Commonwealth.
I do not propose to deal further with that
question other than to say that I believe
Mo-se .people who have been making so much
noise are good-intentioned, but are handi-
capped by inexperience and lack of know-
ledge of the eonditions.

Mr. Thorn: Are you referring to your-
self f

3(r. LAMBERT: I shall never so far for-.
get myself as to refer to the hon. member.-
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The school-leaving age should be reviewed
and revised by the Government. During the
last three months or more I have had an
opportunity to observe the deplorable con-
dition of lmny- of the boys and girls at-
tendling our State schools. That possibl y
3)0 or 75 per cent, of thle children attending
State schools have teeth absolutely rotting
in their mouths is a deplorable condition of
affairs. Yet there is no one here to raise
a voice on behalf of those defeneeless chil-
dren who will become the mothers and
fathers of the next generation.

Mr. Hegney: I consider that statement
is extremely exaggerated.

Mr. Thorn: Of course it is.
11r. Hegucy: A dentist goes round to the

schools frequently. The statement is munch
exaggerated.

'Mr. LAMBERT: No doubt you are fami-
liar with Bassendean.

M1r. SPEAKER: Order! The hion. 'new-
her must address the Chair.

Mr. LAMBERT: Beyond the contines of
Bassendean, the lion. mnember needs to zo
exploring. It is time that Parliament rva-
lised its responsibility to the people. I
know there are two or three dentists
going around looking after the teeth

of the school children, but that does not
apply to the countryl districts. The lion.
member is referring to the metropolitan
area. He should go out into the highways
and byways of the country, 'places those,
dentists have never seen. Why, if a den-
tist went there, the children would think
he was the hogey-nian. No child attendin~g
a State school shiould have its health under-
mained in that way. Fancy innocent little
boy, s and girl., who have left their mothers'
breasts only a few years having their
health impaired through decaying teeth. To
remedy this a different social order is
needed, and it is time we got better results
from the expenditure of public money.
We can give £3.5,000 a year to a richly-
endowed V-niversity-onc of the most
richlyv-endowed and expensively-conducted
institutions of its kind in Australia. We
can give the sons and daughters of the
richest men in the land free entry to the
University, thanks to the beneficence of
Sir Winthrop Hackett and others, but is it
not a travesty that while 600 or 700 students
can take, some a useful and others an un-
necessary course at the University free of
cost, other children are staggering into our

schouh, ill-fed and ill-clothed, suffering
dental and medical defects! It is time
Parliament and the Press insisted upon an
altered condition of affairs that would be
in kcep~ng with common decency, so that
thle rising generation might be fitted to
undertake the usefuli and essential services
of the country when their time to do so
arrives.

MR. HILL (Albany) 18.0]: 1 coingratu-
late the Premier onl the improvement in his
healthi, allimd wish to express my i-egret at
the' aceident whichi befell the Mfinister for
Agriculture. I know that the Mlinister was
very disappointed that he was unable to
attend thle (031 ference for which purpose he
had gone to the Eastern States. He has on
more than one occasion referred to men-
hers on this side of the House as enemies.
I admit I am finding this life more lea-
so ut thtan I anticipa ted, because politics are
not perona, and when we offer congrtatu-
latiouts or cxl)1eSS sympathy, as we have
done, such e-xprIessionis are sincere. When
any of its meet troubles we are all friends.
I found this out last February. I wish to
offer mv sincere thanks to the Government
anrd everyone councerned for all the assist-
cavel- given to settlers duiring thle period of
the great bush fires. I have-( always felt
t hat sooner or' later tile group areas would
lie over-taken by fire. I attended a meeting
held at Dennou~l w- nhilst the fires were still
rnginZ. and ais a result of that meeting,
t he 1I':inl. C. 11. Wittenoozi and I (,amie to
Perth h y tile first available train. As soon
as We read-ied Perth, we wvent to the Act-

in Pr~emier's oilier'. We did not have to
wit. an~d wvhen we aiw' the Acting Premier

we dill not have to ask for relief. Instead
of that, we were told at onee what 'vas be-
ing done to overcomne the situation. Front
tilbe "West Austr-alian" newspaper and
frorin thne Agricultural Batik we had the
sinp sympathetic support. We found we
were cry' vwelcome in Perth, for with our
local knowledge we wvere able to assist in the
cari-ying out of the measur-es that were then
being taken. The fires easily constituted a
record for the State, andl the rapidity with
which relief wvas meted out also constituted
a record. I cannot speak too highly of the
work done by those who were onl the spot.
I was told 1iy one settler who had seen four
years' service in France that his experience
on one night of the fires was worse than
anything he had been through in the
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trenches. From the Acting Prensier down
[o the sustenance work-er, everybody did his
best to meet the terrible situation that was
created. The response on the part of the
public wvas also wonderful. One of the best
things the Government did w'as to senid two
ladies (Mesdames l)ean and Eggleston) to
Denmark. It was any privilege to spend two
days with them. I cannot speak too highly
of the efficiency of their worK. Last year
when speaking on the Address-in-reply I
stated that the settler must pay his inter-
est, but that the Agricultural Bank must
not ask him for more interest than be could
afford to pay. I also said that the Bank
should treat the settler as a chteat and not
as a worker for the Bank. Unfortunately
the Bank has been trying to collect more in-
terest than the settler can aftord to pay. I
discussed this problem about 12 months ago
with a Government official at Denmark. He
told me that out of the 99 settlers who were
left there, he thought that 95 would stay. I
aim sorry to say that only about 70 settlers
are nowv left, and that some of these
are preparing to go. I notice that the
"West Australian" commented upon the
proposal that interest ait only 31 per cent.
should be charged to the settlers. Would]
it not be better to charge only 3 per cent.,
and collect that much, than not to collect
anything at all? We know want has been
collected from abandoned farms to-day.
The State is losing production through
farms being nbandoned, and losing the bene-
fit that would be derived from the products
of such farms. A producig farm i.s at
asset, but one that is abandoned is a lia-
bility. The Bank, by making the payment
of interest the first consideration, is uinder-
mining the morale of the settlers. I under-
stand that considerable damage has already
been done. I hope those in charge of the
institution w~ill modify their attitude, and
that the drift from the groups will be stop-
ped. I recently came into contact with at
very pathetic ease. There was a youing mail.
a v'ery fine type of voting fellow, wvho owed
a considerable amount of interest, arid had
great difficulty in keeping, his wife arid fam-
ily. He was taken ill, but refused to accept
charity. He camne to Perth on the 8th July,
:end died on the 19th July' . On the 20th
July, his family received two registered
letters from the Ag-ricultural Bank demand-
ig payment of all back interest. It is this
sort of thing which causes people almost to
hate the Agricultural Bank. It is essential

for the taxpayers and the settlers them-
selves to endeavour to put a stop to this
drift. I out confident that the right policy
to follow, in this connection is to obtain the
mnaximum' amount of production and[ not the
maximum amount of interest. I congratu-
late the member for Kanowna (Air. Nnlsen)
upon his speech. I am sure members will
all be pleased to know that there is a
brighter future before the port of Esper-
alice. finad the railway been constructed
I would have spent my boyhood
there at least. I have a fellow-
feelitig ['or the district. The failure on the
part of previous Governments to build the
Itslwrailee railway is responsible for the
backwvardness of that portion of the State.
Another factor is the policy of Governments
that built railways to divert trade from
its proper geographical channel. That policy
dliverted a great deal of trade from Albany,
and is responsible for the decline of that:
port. The whole State is suffering today
fromt the Mistakes of the past. There is n o
chance of reducing the port charges at Fre-
mantle, because all the profits of that port
are swallowed up by the losses at our out-
liorts. The develo;)ment of the hinterland
of the two ports, Albany anti Esperanee, has
been interfered with by the decline of the
ports, concerned. Another serious result of
that policy is, that within a 12 -mile radius
of the G.P.O., 4S per cent, of the State's
population is ecentred. We have not yet had
a suniirised elassificatioti of lani assets for
19:36-37, but the return for the previous
Year show., a total deficiency of no less than
£1,914,814. 1 notice that the Agricultural
Banik is responsible for £226,936, the Soldier
Settlement Scheme for £161,341. the Indus-
tries Assistance Board for £8S1,870, group
settler.s for a further £246,621, anid agricul-
ture generally for £126,829. This is a de-
plorable state of affairs for a country so
suitable for a -griculture as is Western Aus-
tralia. One naturallyv asks oneself what is
wrong. Onie trouble is that our farmers'
costs are too high. The farmer pays and
foots the bill pretty well every time. He
has no Arbitration Court and no protective
tariff. He has to pay Australian prices for
all his requiremuents and Yet he is in compe-
tition with the markets of the world. It
costs him between 3s. and 4s. to produce a
bushel of apples. When I have packed my
fruit, I often say to myself that my troublies
have now begun. It costs Ss. a case to put
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fruit on the overseas market. If we could
jitt our farmers in a prosperous condition
by reducing their dosts and fill up the 3,000
abandoned farms in this State, not only
would the deficits be wiped out or reduced,
but our other undertakings would benefit
and unemployment would probably cease to
exist. Transport charges form a big part
Of Production costs. The primary producer
pays transport charges every time; and the
question whether production will be profit-
able or not, largely depends upon transport
costs. I notice that we are to give considera-
tion to transport I am anxiously waiting
to see whether the Government are going to
continue to play with this problem, or face
it as it should be faced. The first thing that
we must aim at, if we are to provide the
most economical transport possible, is sound
administration, and that administration,
if it is to straighten out our transport, must
begin with a sound port policy. Some
people consider that I have only one idea,
"Ports"; but when I see and read of the
men who hQld similar views, I feel that I ama
in very good company. When over East re-
cently, I had the great pleasure of meeting
the leading port administrators and en-
gineers; and I endeavoured to benefit by
their experiences. As the result of that trip
T am more convinced than ever that if wre
are to improve our transport we must intel-
ligently carry out the general recommenda-
tions of the experts who have furnished re-
ports to the Commonwealth Governments.
which have also been made available to the
States. The problem is too big for me to
do more than touch on now, so I refer mem-
bers to the report on "Transport in Austra-
lia, with a special reference to Port and
Harbour Facilities," by Sir Gleo. Buchanan,
particularly volume 1, which deals with the
"Administration and Economics of Trans-
port," and the report of the committee ap-
pointed by the Commonwealth Governent
to report upon transport in Australia. A
summary of that report appeared in the
"West Australian" of the 22nid May, 1929.
What a difference there would be in this
State today if the Collier Government bad
studied these reports and intelligently
adopted their general recommendations!
The first recommendation which should have
been adopted was that of the Transport
Committee-

All transport activities to be placed under
the one Ministerial head, who will he respon-

sible for the wrI-ole policy and the establishment
of a. co ordinaring authority responsible for
carrying out the Ministry's policy. The form
of authority suggested is a commissioner for
transport, with an advisory board, or an ad-
visory council representative of the interests
concerned. The function of such an authority
would be the construction, extension, or closing
of railway lines, new developmental roads, and
the development of new harbours.

N'one of the States which I visited has iC

far adopted this recommendation) but the
Victorian Government propose to introduce
legislation to do so. In South Australia the
ports and railways are at present under the
one Minister, but this is a matter of con-
venience and not of policy. In Western
Australia we have our railways under the
Minister for Railways. Although some of
our ports are managed by the Railway Dr-
partrnent, they are under another 'Minister,
the Chief Secretary.. Our roads and so-
called Transport Board are under still an-
other Mlinister, the Minister for Works. We
have an efficient Agricultural Department
under the Director of Agriculture to a-,ki-
with our producing problems; but we have
no department to study, and to assist us
with, our transport problems-. When we
appoint our commissioner for traflsp')rl, he
should appoint a propaganda officer to edu-
cate public opinion. To-day our transport
is largely dominated by the narrow railway
mind. Because railage is charged on a
mileage basis, and is a direct charge, some
think that our first consideration must be the
minimum of railway mileage. Ports are
rarely seen in their proper perspective, and
there is a tendency to forget that they must
be paid for. Instead of talking about each
port having its own trade, we must realise
that our first consideration should he to pro-
vide producers with export facilities at the
lea-st possible cost. To quote Sir George
Buchanan-

Ports are the mediums or clearing houses be-
tween sea and land transport. On the ports,
their efficiency and their proper location the
whole system of transport very largely de-
pends.

That naturally raises the question, what is
the proper location for ports? In the days
of bullock-wagons and sailing ships we
needed ports wherever we could get them.
In these days of railways, motors, big ship;
high labour costs etc., we need a very few
big, properly-equipped ports; and such ports
are extremely costly to construct. Reference
is often made to the cheaper port charges of
South Africa, where there are only four
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ports worth speaking of. The South Afri-
can graingrowers, with 600 miles of railage,
are better off than our whcatgrowers with
anl average of 150 miles of railagev. The
max&imlun charge onl export rain in South
Africa is 10s. per ton, and in Western Aus-
tralia 18s. per ton. South Australia with
its multiplicity of ports is able to keep the
average railage of wheat down to 78 miles,
compared with Victoria, which has only two
ports and as a result 150 miles of railage.
But it is the cost which counts. South
Australian railage, 4 d. per bushel and
wharfage 'A4d., total 4'/2d., compares with
Victoria 4d, for railage and no wharfage.
Termlinal charges are the same whether rail-
age is for five miles or 500 miles. Too many
ports mean increased port charges and ocean
freight. An insufficiency of ports means
points of congestion, lopsided distribution
ofl population as the outer parts of
the State are very severely handicapped.
The remarks of the member for liano-wna
(Mr. Nulsen) make it unnecessary for me to
deal with the evils of overdone centralisa-
tion. We are not a small State like Vic-
toria. It is a calamity to have Fremantle
handling 90 per cent. of the State's trade.
We have two distinct problems here-our
North-West, and our potential agricultural
areas, which extend from about 100 miles
north of Geraldton to about 100 Miles east
of Esperance. With the four ports-
(Jeraldton, Fremantle, Albany and Esper-
a nec-and with Bunbury as a timber port,
we will have a sound port polity, a true
p)olicy of decentralisation, sufficien~t ports to
kecep railway mileage to a low level, and, -is
time goes oni, sufficient trade to warrant the
development of each port, and to make each
port attractive for shipping. A greater nun-
hber of ports than these wi simply mean in-
creased cost to the producer or taxpayer. I
wish those who arc inclined to disagree with
my remarks about Bunhury had been with
me in the offices of the 'Maritime Servieel
Board of New South Wales. This is the
authority appointed to control the portq of
that State. I discussed Newcastle with those
hest qualified to discuss that port with me.
The position of Newcastle in mnny re-;perts
-resembles the position of IBunbury' . I wa s
told, "'Newcastle never has paid, and never
will pay. it is too close to Sydney to he of
-use as an oversea port. Its maintenance and
development are a continued and costly
fight against nature. Sonic years ago the
port should have been scrapped, and Port
Stephens, a few miles away. developed: bit

it is too late to do that flow, oil accoun1t of
the tremendous sumis of money which hn'e
been spent there." As we discussed Now-
castle, t thought or paragrTaph 549 or Sir
GJeorge Buchanan's report-

A feature of Australia's port (leveltihent
in the past has been the development of port,4
in unsuitable situations, and the neglect of
fine natural harbours where no engineering
works were required other thant the construe-
tion of wharves. To give examples-. Rock-
hampton, on the Fitzroy River should not have
been developed with a harbour like Gladstone
only a few miles distant. It is difficult to unk-
derstand why a port should have been created
at Newcastle with the natural harbour ot
Fort Stephens next door. And, finally, in
Western Australia it will be cheaper to build
railways to Albany than to develop Bunbury
into a first-class port.
That is the opinion of an independent ex-
pert. It was easily seen that the heads oF
the Maritime Services Board of New South
X 'ales were not at all pleased with the fact
that they had inherited a liability, whereas,
if Port Stephens had been developed,
they would have had an asset. Are
we to allow our- present Government
to pass a similar tragedy onl to future
generations? Thle Director of Public
Works, when giving evidence before
the Royal ('oiunaissionl onl hulk ]land-
ling sug-gested that the port of Bunhury
should not be developed for bulk handling
purposes, and inter the Royal Commission
recommended the provision of orthodox
facilities at Gernldton and Fremantle, and
urged that the Government should give
serious consideration to installing terminal
facilities at Albany and Bunbury. Af ter
giving, I presume, serious consideration to
the muatter, the floverament presented the
Bil to Parliament that included only the
ports of Geraldton, Fremantle and Albany.
When I appreiated that, I thought that the
Government intended to aot as statesmen.
In fact, I was going to evidence my a'ppre-
ciation of their attitude by withdrawing- my
parliamentary candidature, but subse-
quently they introduced an amendment to
include Bunbury as well. Now they are
erecting a silo at Bunbury. I wish to re-
commend the Government to place a big
brass plate on the silo seitting out the
names of the present Ministry, in order
that in time to come when the silo is keep-
ing company with the Frenmantle dock and
the Henderson naval base, people will know
who were the men that ignorerd expert ad-
vice, persisted in a losing fight against

2o L
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Nature, and preferred Bunbury to Albany.
I do not blame Sydney people for being
proud of their harbour. Nature has pro-
vided there a wonderful anchorage and
beautiful scenery, but the deep water and
high rocky formation along the shores make
the development of that port extremely
costly. A port must not only be able to
accommodate shipping, but on the shore
side there must also be ample room for
sheds, railways and road approaches.
Therefore, the State that is able to provide
land alongside deep water, so that factories
may have their own wharves, has a very big
asset, and consequently I suggest that liel-
bourne, with its level land alongside the
wharves, has a strong pull over Sydney. At
Melbourne I sawv superphosphate works on
the wvaterfront and those works despatch
large supplies to New South Wales. I also
saw Holden's motor works under con-
struction. In Western Australia we are
justly proud of the beauties of the Swan
River, which have been enhanced by the
reclamation works that are in progress.
We are inclined to be contemptuous of the
muddy old Port Adelaide river, but as I
journeyed down that waterway, I saw the
power station with its own wharf, and coal
being unloaded there at the rate of 1,000
tons per day. Alongside I saw a wharf
being constructed for the alkali works,
which have a capital of £2,000,000. Fur-
ther down I saw the oil depots and super
works, as well as other establishments, all
with their own wharves. It is a great pity
that we cannot offer sites for factories and
other works along the shores of the Swan
River. If our super works were on the
waterfront, the farmers would this year
effect a saving of £40,000. I never thought
that Albany had so many natural advan-
tages until I had the opportunity of seeing
what other ports bad to contend with. Not
only could Albany be developed for a frac-
tion of what it cost to develop Sydney, hut
wheat to the latter port must be hauled
over the Blue Mountains that rise to a
height of over 3,000 feet. On the other
hand, from Merredin and Southern Cross
to Albany, there are easy grades all the
way. When I was going to the Katanning
Road Board conference shortly after my
return to this State, I could not help com-
paring the Great Southern Railway with
the line to Katoomba in the Blue Moun-
tains. To-day people may be pardoned if
they conclude that our Government, instead

of working in with nature and making the
most of existing natural advantages, have
done the opposite. If members study the
railwray map of Western Australia, it
should be clear to them -that [previ-
ous Governments have done their best
to wipe Albany out of existence as
a port. A few days ago a prominent
member of this House showed me the com-
parative trade figures for Albany and Bun-
bury. If a man got the best cow and the
worst cow obtainable and starved the best
cow and fed the worst, the worst cow would]
give more milk than the best cow. A farmer
who conducted his dairying operations on
that basis would soon be bankrupt. A good
dairyman tests his cows and cuts out the
duds. Ports are like cows; they can he
assets or liabilities. Out of nearly £6,500,000
sp~ent on our ports, Albany has received only
£153,000. The expenditure on ports since
the Collier Government took office has
been about X2.500,000. Of that amount
Albany has received £1,259, Esperance
£76,000, Bunbury £277,000, Fremantle
£1 ,223 ,600 , and Geraldton £83,100. When
I m.enltioned the expenditure on the Albany
harbour, the Chief Engineer in New South
Wales looked at me in surprise and said,
"Have you not got any silting?" When I
replied in the negative, he told me that it
cost £3,000 a year to remove the silt in the
Sy dney harbour.

Mr. North: Is this a conspiracy?
Mr. Cross: No, the member for Albany ;s

only jealous.
Mr. HILL: Further large sums have been

spent on regrading the railways to Fre-
mantle. About £80,000 has been spent on
the regrading of the railway to Bunbury,
but not a penny has been spent on the Great
Southern line to Albany. Let me put it in
another way. Esperanee has had sixty times
the expenditure since 1924 that Albany has
enjoyed, Bunbury nearly 300 times as much,
Premantle nearly a thousand times, and

Geraldton nearly 700 times.
Mr. Cross: Absolute jealousy!
Mr. HILL: I would like to remind the

member for Canning (Mr. Cross) that the
people he is supposed to represent have to
foot this bill.

The Premier: He is a very lucky man,
who represents one of the best harbours in
the world.

Mr. HILL: Then, why the devil don't
you use it.
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The Premier: T am not preventing it from
beingo used.

Mr. HILL: The State is very lucky in
having snob a splendid natural harbour. T
remember that in 1908 1 saw the American
fleet in port at Albany. I was on the flag
ship and at that time there were in the har-
bour six other battleships, a cruiser, two
supply' ships and six coal boats, yet the
whole of the berthing accommodation was~
available for commercial ships. While I
was there, a Yankee sailor spoke to me and
said, "Where is this place called Fre-
mantle?'P I replied that Fremantle was 300
miles up the coast. He looked round the
harbour at Albany and said, "If we had this
harbour, we would darned soon use it." The
Premier, when Minister for Raways, was
asked by a deputation to adjust railway
rates in order to encourage the despatch of
wheat along the easy grades to Albany in
preference to the heavier grades to Bun-
bury, but he refused to do so.

M4r. Fox: That 'has nothing to do with the
harhours. That is for the railways.

Mr. HILL: The railways charge on' the
mileage basis.

Mr. Fox: That has nothing to do with it.
Mr. 'Needtmam: Where is this port of

Albany?'
'Mr. HILL: The ignorance of some mem-

hers of Parliament is appalling! It shows
that they do not represent the State, but
merely their own little constituencies.

Mr. Needham: I wanted to know.
M1r. HILL: Has the hon. member never

been to school? Albany lends itself to re-
clamation schemes. I have discussed this
matter with leading engineers of Australia
and they all agree that conditions are most
favourable. In the "West Australian" of
thle 7th July the Director of Agriculture ex-
pressed the wish that somne plan could be
devised that would prevent the heavy * ceono-
inie loss each year due to the delays in the
delivery of super. The establishment of
works at Albany to supply its natural zone,
would reduce, if not entirely eliminate those
losses. While there is a shortage of trucks
at Pieton and the metropolitan area we
see trains of empty trucks leaving Albany.
Last year the Albany zone fixed by the
Premier used 22,000 tons of super which
come from Picton and probably was hauled
at a loss of £1 per ton to the railways.
About 17.000 tons were hauled from the

metropolitan works for the railways which
junction at Wagin, only 11 miles out of the
Albany zone and 67 miles nearer Albany
than Fremnan tie, and a further 17,000 tons
for the lines which junction at Narrogin
which is practically midway betwveen Fre-
mantle and Albany. Last January I re-
quested the Minister for Works to have a
site reclaimed for works on the waterfront
at Albany to supply these districts. The
Minister, when refusing my request, did not
deny that the railways lost probably 4E1 per
ton on the super hauled to Albany zone
from Picton. He advised me coiat the Al-
bany zone terininated at Boyerine, not Nar-
rogin and that the Lake Grace-Newdegate-
Hyden lines wer-e not in the Albany zone.
Had those lines been able to draw their
supplies last year from Albany, there
would have been a saving of 1,020,000 ton
miles, a big gain to both farmuers and the
railways. The Minister tried to tell ine that
if a separate wharf were constructed that
haulage would still he necessary. This is
not so. The ideam of having a reclaimed site
is to save haulage and hiandling as they do
in the Eastern States. His further state-
ment that the number of empty trucks leav-
iag Albany is not greater than obtains at
other ports, is not borne out by the fact
that the Railway Department hare always
attempted to justify haulage ovr the heavy
grades. to Bun~bury inl preference to the easy
grades at Albany by stating tat fnay can-
not get enough empty trucks at Bunbury,
whereas 95 per cent. of the trucks which
gro to Albany return empty. The Minister
flually stated that the smalil tonnage of
super required for the Albany zone proper
did not warrant the erection ot another
works. I trust that the Minister will re-
consider his decision. I have gone fully in-
to this question with a superp hosp hate com-
pany and T rnn confident that if there is
not another depression and a sire is pro-
viled on time -waterfront, works will very
quickly follow. Then as the Wagin and
Naryogin area.. ire now common to both
thev metropolitan and Bunhury works, so
wvill it he to the interest of the State as, a
whole to mke those areas common to the
Albany works as well. When I was in
Melbourne I spent a couple of hours dis-
cussing bulk handling with the engineer in
charge of the installation of lpmant there. I
will not deal with this question to-night, bc-
cause the member for Katannting dealt with
it fairly fully last night and I can only sup-
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port his remarks. Mi time goes on further
reclamation could be provideat at Albany
and if the Government set out to-day to
work in with nature the timne would come
when it would not be the mnember for Al-
batty, but the Premier of the State who
wou~ld he saying "-Have you scvn our liar-
hourT' 1I have been instructed hr the
people of Albany to extend an invitation to
Mr. Withers and -Mr. Craig to attend the
Albany Show on the 13th November. I ex-
tend Ihe invitation also to other mew-
hers, but particularly to those two
genitlemen. because thbey have -stated
that the land around ilbany is desert.
We at Albany want to show them
they are wrong. I have never yet said and
never wil say any- thing against the agrir-ul-
tural areas of the south-we-tern part of the
State. 'Money' should be spent ill developing
those areas instead of throwing it into the
Indiani Ocean. The aleas in the South-West
in the vicinity- of Bunbury have great
prospects. Ini spite of the drawback of its
great distance from Perth with its bigr een-
tral population, Albany has steadily pro-
gie-sed anti we have thousands of acres of
land in the Albany district which ean be put
to very prolitable use. We may not have the
best4 land in the State, but we have the best
climiate. Last year it -,a, estiiated that our
freezing works would export about 10,000
lajith.. They finished up by exporting 33,000.
Anjother a- set, of whichb Our Government
does not make the itoAt is the tourist trade.
Ini the Eastern States timurist resorts are
boomed for all they are worth. I vis-ited one
town, Katoomba, which has at population of
10,0M1 mainitained solely by the tourists.. Ini
New South Wales several pagews of the rail-
way lime-table are devoted to advertising
tourist resorts and the sugu, estion is miade to
readers to travel to them by train. In our
timw-table there is not onle referenlce Muade to
any of our tourist resorts. People here seem
to think that there is only one tourist resort
and that is Vanehiep. We sthoulo encourage
tourists to go all over the State and 'I hope
that when the Estimates are piepared more
provision will be made to encourage tourist
tratic. I might mention that in 1)enmark, a
little town which is coming it 0 its own as
a toutrist centre, £C300 has; been spent on the
golt links and] it is proposed to spend £200
or £3011 inore to make that place more
attiactive. There are several other matters
with which I could deal lint I will leave them
until the discussion of the Estimates.

MR. MARSHALL (Murehison) [8.381:-
I desire to contribute a little towards the
discussion of the motion for the adoption
of the Address-in-reply so ably moved by
the member for ]Roebourne (M.%r. Rodoreda).
I hare no intention of attempting to sift
the merits or demerits of this or any other
Government. Had I been a stranger to
Western Australia and been invited to listen
to the discussions, to-day I would have come
to the conclusion that the present Cabinet
was composed of the most hard-hearted.
inhuman individuals, it would be possible to
find in the whole Universe. The criticismn
has been similar in character for the 17
years during which I have had the honour
of being a member of this Chamber. It has
differed only in degree and the difference
has been mighty small. One would really
believe that the Cabinet of to-day has a
strong desire with a full Treasury--whien I
,ay full Treasury, I mean an abundaince of
money-to resist every petition and deii-
nitely op pose every requnest made by meni-
herTs, indeed to put themaselves into an in-
vidious and unpop)ular position with the
public. Now, I ask, is there ay member ol
Parliament, to say nothing of a M1inister of
the Crown, who desires to be unpopular
with the public? I confess that any pre-
vious Government would have been pre-
pared, if it were possible, to retain its popu-
larity with the public by conceding every
request made by every individual mnember
aLnd every outsidc organ isation, and so would
have retained ministerial office for all time.
Again, from listening- to the discussion one
could only come to the conclusion that all the
social asperities and disadvantages, all the
unemployment, the malnutrition, the lack of
hospitals and the unsatisfactory railway
facilities, the bad harbour facilities-

Mr. Lamibert: A-nd all the bad teeth.
'Mr. MARSHALL: I wish the bon. mem-

ber would make his speech standing up
rather than) makie an ass, of himself Aittinv
down.

Mr. SPEAKER:- Order!
Mr. MARSHALL: One would belieave that

the whole of these troubles belonged ex-
clusively to Western Australia; that out-
side the borders of Western Australia every
State in the Commonwealth and every couin-
try inl the world was enjoying everything,
while we were suffering all the disadvan-
tages. But on a strict analysis we find that
nowhere in the world is it any different.
Go to ay other State in the Commonweath
or to any country in the world and it wilt
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be found that they have their unemploymnent
and their youth unemployment, andl desti-
tution and poverty and misery, equally with
Western Australia.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Including Russial

Mr. MARSHALL: I ama not excluding
Russia, so the hon. member and I will not
come to cross-purposes on that score. For
her entertainment I will include both Mus-
solini and Hitler. The economic difficulties
from w'hich all countries suffer are said to
be due to international and world-wide
tariffs. The Leader of the Opposition and
the member for Murray-Wellington (Mr.
Metarty) painted a depressing picture of
the conditions prevailing among our rural
workers. But are they any worse off than
are the farmers in any other country? In
America the farmers are leaving their farms
as rapidly as are the farmers in Western
Australia. They have put decades of labour
and the -whole of their capital into their
farms, and in the end have walked off, just
as farmers are doing in this State. New
Zealand is suffering from the same corn-
plaint, and nowhere I can see is there any
particular difference. So let mec try, in my
own humble way, with the limited knowledge
of the matter I possess. but with the aid of
established authorities on the subject, to
locate the trouble from which we certainly
do suffer. If I can convince my hearers
or even partially convince them, I Will
call upon members opposite, who ap-
pear to be so very humane, to assist mue
to eradicate the cancer which is causing
all our social evils. I do not rely upon my
own opinion in this matter. I realise that
already there is unnecessary poverty and
destitution- We have heard much about the
unemployed, the unfortunate wretches who
cannot find employment. To listen to some
of our members, one would believe that work
in this aue was absolutely essential in order
to live. But if that were so, is it not obvious
that we would put our unemployed to work
in order that they might live? However,
tile economic system says that there is no
necessity to labour, that the factories are
full and that farners are over-pro-
ducing. About three years ago, we pro-
duced 50,000,000 bushels of wheat. Then
what happened? We had an international
conference, attended by the statesmen of all
countries. And what was their recommenda-
tion" Did they say, "As there are starving-
millions, we shall feed them with the sur-

plus wheat?" No. They said, "Your only
salvation is to reduce the quantity of your
product." And so Western Australia came
down to 23,000,000 bushels in the follow-
ing, year, The Leader of the Opposition
wanted to raise an argument about employ-
ment. But work is only a means to an end,
and that end is life. The hon. gentlemen
does not perceive that. England is building,
new battleships, and at the same time Eng-
lish textile mills are being closed down and
are to be compensated, all because of over-
production. From that I would assume
that every person living in the United King-
domn is well clothed; but I find that in Eng-
land alone--and I want my hearers thor.
oughly to understand the position-England
is experiencing a period of alleged prosper-
ity which, when we review it over a period
of years, is unprecedented. The re-armament
programme has been the mueans of absorbing-
quite a lot of unemployed, men who
have been unemployed for years past.
So there is some semblance of prosperity
as compared with a few years ago. Yet the
figures I have for 1937 show that the un-
employed iii that small section of the hem-
isphere numbers 1,700,000 who are abso-
Ilately star ving.

Mr. North: What about national insur-
ance?

Mr. MARSHALL: Taking national in-
s-urance at its very best it is merely an
itemn in a programme to get the workers to
share their poverty. In England, where
national insurance has been tried for years,
it is a dismal failure, and it has also failed
in Germany. In my view, national insur-
ance may be figured out in this way: The
wiorker contributes one-third; then he pro-
duces suifficient wealth and pays taxation
to enable the Government to provide an-
other third, and when he buys his commo-
dities he supplies the remaining third.
Some people believe there is virtue in na-
tional insurance. I cannot agree. Still I
would support such a scheme in order to
enable those who believe in it to give it a
trial, though I know what the result would
he. That our trouble lies in the system of
banking there can be no doubt. Seeing
that the trouble is world-wide, there must
be somec particular factor exerting its in-
fluence to produce that result throughout
the world. I shall attempt to show the
Leader of the Opposition and members who
sit on that side of the Rouse, and purport
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to represent the primary producers, exactly
what the effect will be of their waiting at
the (lovernmeut to have everybody taxed
to the full, to borrow all they can, and to
spend the lot. 'Members may -wail until
doomsday, but unless more money flows
into the Treasury, more money cannot be
taken out of it, and it is futile for mem-
bers opposite to be harping for it. There
is a school of thought that argues that
under our lpreselnt monetary system gold is
the basis for the issuing of credit. I ask
those who argue in that way why it is that
America, with over two-thirds of the
world's production of gold in its vaults, is
as poor as any other country. If gold were
the basis. America should be prosperous.
Let me give anl illustration of what hap-
pens in this city to show thle basis upon
which credit is issued by the banks. Take
Boans Emporium. Let us assume that -Mr.
Bean requires an overdraft to enable him
to carry onl his business. He would approach
his banker, and doubtless it his request were
reasonable, the hanker would agree. Nat-
urally Mr. Roan would be ask-ed for secur-
ity, and presumably he would lodge the
title deeds of his premises and secure the
overdraft. Anyone who gave tihe miatter
no further thought would conclude that the
advance had been grantedl on the security
of the premises, but suppose the Govern-
mnt, by legislation, stipulated that Boans
Emporium should be closed for all time,
and should not further engage in thme buy-
tug, selling or exchanging of goods. Dir-
etly that mneasure became law, what ad-
vance would] 'Ar. Boan expect to get from
his hanker? He would not get a penny.
Bricks and mortar and iron do not form
the actual security. When a business man
seeks an overdraft, the banker wants to
know whether he is, capable oif con-
ducting a business. If he eon convince
the banker that he has the experience, the
next thing the banker wants to know is
whether the business is available, and the
borrower must show that the business is
there. H1aving satisfied the banker on those
points, no doubt the applicant will get
the advance. Just as 3Mr. Boani could not
get an advance if his business were closed
for all time, so the other bus~iness man
would not be able to get an overdraft or
loan unless he showed that the busi-
ness could be opened and would nlourish. In
other words, the banker would want to

know whether the applicant had consumers
to huy the goods he proposed to sell. If
tile applica~tnt could show that there
was a sufficient number of consumers
to provide the business necessary to
enable hint to repay the advance plus
interest, he would get the advance. Obvi-
ously, therefore, banks create and issue
credit upon no other basis than that of the
consuming public. The greater the con-
s uiptioii, the greater the production; the
lower thle consumption, the lower the pro-
duction. Thus the whole basis of credit is
consumption. We may safely consider
Bonn's business to be a prosperous one on
the present site, but move the establishment
to Fish Rock, and would Mr, Beau then be
able to get an overdraft or loan from the
batik? Of course not, because there would
be nic one at Fish Rock with whom to do
business. There would be no consuming
units to trade with him. Without doubt the
lpflmary, producer is the salt of the earth.
It is because of the consuming and produe-
ig public that credit is made possible.
It is public credit and should never be eru-
trusted to private individuals. I do not
take great exception to the business that
Ibanks do. Banks as such are of benefit to
society and its commercial life. As reposi-
tories for the public. treasure they do good
work- Acting as agents for lenders of money
they also serve a good purlpose. In assist-
ing in thle development of the comtnercial
life and trade of the community they alsc
serve a purpose. But when they are allowed
to create mioney and destroy it they take
away from the sovereign State the essential
power and function known as "governmeni
by right!' It is in this particular form of
commercial life that our trouble lies. Latnp
on I wvill quote some authorities on thi
matter. The power which small groups ol
individuals have taken to themselves was not
taken recently. Finance of this sort hat
been working slowly but surely for inani)
years. The present Government no morn
rules Western Australia than I superis(
Paradise. No Government in ny civilisee
part of the world cani be said to rule the
country it governs. Governments are in thE
hands of high fluanriers. and these indivi-
duals measure the staudard of living a!
surely as I stand here. The Government i!
under the dictation of the banks to-day. WE
know that the Treasurer has to go three 01

four times a year to thle Loan Council t(
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borrow money. Hle is borrowing credit from
private individuals, 'who base their credit
upon public consumption. We borrow and
put into circulation money that is based
first upon primary production. We give to
the private individual the right to charge
interest, and -we give him a guarantee to
repay the full amount of the money,
although that maoney was never the lender's
in the first place. In the second place, it
was never money at all, but we guarantee to
pay it back in full plus interest. Look at the
deplorable position into which we have
fallen. The Treasurer is at his wits' end to
finance the nifairs of State. I wager that
50 per ent. of the rolling stock is not fit
to he on the toad. Hospitals are required
all over the State. I was told the other day
that those unfortunate people who are in
the Heatheote Home are compelled to take
a shakedown iii the dormitories between beds
already placed there. This is due to lack of
money. All our institutions are starved.
Water supplies are necessary everywhere
and the school accommodation is deplorable.
We are taxed as, far as it is humanly pos-
sible to tax the people. Our national debt
is slowly hut surely mounting up. Side by
side with that is the call upon the taxpayers
to provide interest. The Deputy Premier
told us frankly on the occasion of his last
Budget speechi that out of his 10 millions 4j
millions went in interest and sinking fund to
repay borrowed money. This money was
borrowed from private individuals, who did
not have the money in the first place. The
money was not theirs to lend either, but we
have to pay it back in full-that will be
never-and we have to pay interest on it.

Mr. North: The Royal Commission in-
vestigated that point the other day.

Mr. MARSHALL: I should like to show
how efficiently these small frrounei of people
are organised aind how thoroughly they
control every Government, I will quote some
astounding figures. In New Zealand the
population is 1.600,000. The national debt is
£282,000,000. and this represents approxi-
mately a debt of £170 per head of the popu-
lation, including the one-day old baby. In
Great Britain the population is 45,000,000.
The national debt is £C8.000,000,000 and this
represents a debt of £170 per head of the
population. The national debt per head of
tliFpopulation of Australia is also £170
Theae people, therefore, have got it worked
down to a fine art. They are wvonderfully

skilf ul and clever. We all remember the
President of the United States, Woodrow
Wilson, who played such a prominent part
in the peace negotiations in the last great
war. The next war is not far off. In a
book by Professor Soddy entitled "Virtual
Wealth and Debt," page 290, I find that the
following- appears:

In 1916 Pre~sident Woodrow Wilson said, '"A
great industrial nation is contr-olled by its
systemt of credit. Our system of credit is eon-
centrated. The growth of the nation, therefore,
and of our activities are in the hands of a
few men. We have coine to be one of the
worst ruled, one of the most completely con-
trolled and dominated Governments in th~e civi-
lised world, no longer a governmeat hy free
opinion, by conviction and vote of thre major-
ity, but a government by the opinion and
duress of small grouips of dominant men-'"

President Wilson knew this, and confessed
it, in 1916. 1 do not know that I should
delay the 'HousFe much longer in regard to
these mnatters.

MKr. North: Can you see a remedy for the
people to adopt?

Mfr. MARSHALL: Yes, but I do not
know that my remedy would be acceptable
to the hon. member interjecting. It is
wonderful what these individuals have been
able to do, and how comipletely they have
secured the confidence of various Govern-
ments. The tyranny of their operations is
almost unbelievable. The methods they
adopt are damnable in the extremne. Rut
they (10 not care how many people remain
unemployed. They do not care for the wail
of the mnember for Smzbineu (Mrs. Cardell-
Oliver) for milk for the c-hildren of indigent
people. They prey upon the nations in times
of peace. and conspire against them in timies
of war. They denounce as, public eneinies
all who challenge those methods. What hap-
pened under the Bruce-Page Government in
this sunny hut unhappy land of ours? Dur-
ing the term of that Government the bankers,
approached the Federal Treasurer, and asked
him to increase the note issue by E15,000,000.
The Treasurer refused, saying, "If I increase
the note issue by a further £1.5,000,000 and
divide those notes among the associated
banks, the banks will issue five times that
amount of credit." And that is what the
banks do. Thus booms are created, and
booms are not healthy. The financier.-, how-
ever, were not going to he defeated, and they
attacked the Federal Government throu gh
the wool interests. I understand that on the
Commonwealth Bank Board there is a rehire-
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sentative of the wool industry. Thereupon
the Commonwealth decided to advance
£3,000,000 in notes. But that did not satisfy
the bankers. It was not sufficient. What
did they do? They withheld advances from
thle wool buyers, and so down caime the price
of wool. The Bruce-Page Government were
helpless, and therefore called upon the Comn-
monwealth Bank to make available the
further £C12,000,000 of notes desired. The
agreement arrived at on that occasion wats to
the effect that the associated banks should
have the right to draw up to that amount.
What did, the banks do? On the understand-
ing that they could call upon the £C12,000,000
of notes at any time, they issued credits to
the extent of five times the £12,000,000-
£60,000,000 of credit, paper-made mutter.
mere increases in the hank ledgers.

Mr. Seward: What was the gold backing
at that time?

Mr. MARSHALL: Australia was the gold
backing.

1Mr. Seward: The gold hacking was in ex-
istence then.

Mr. MARS$HALL: Nonsense! The banks
issued credits on the strength of their right
to draw on the £12,000,000 of notes. True.
they were under obligation to pay interest
to the Commonwealth, or to the Australian
people, on all notes drawn by them. So they
lent £00,000,'000 of credit, and never drew
one note of the £12,000,000. But the banks
eharged the borrowers interest. They never
paid the Commonwealth a penny initerest onl
the £12,000,000. By a trick they cheated the
people. I (laresav the unfortunate borrow-
ers are to-day struggling to repay the,
£C60,000,000 of credit. That was not nioney
subscribed by shareholders, or depositors'
Money Paid into the bank, but only a guar-
antee of good faith by the Commonwealth
Government. who were prepared to have
mnore note, issued and give the banks the
right to draw upon thiose notes. Abisolute
fraud and chieanery! As 90 per cent, or
more of the commervial life of this coun-
try exists upon cheque money, I would
like to know front the hon. member, who
I believe is an ex-hanker, whence did
the banks, derive the legal right to
pass off cheques as money,, Under what
Act of Parliament hare the banks the
right to issue the coheque, money wvhich pro-
vides for 95 per cent of the business trans-
actions of the Coramonwealth? Who autho-
-rised the banks to isutounterfeit money?

If an unfortunate hungry wretch silvers
ever a penny and passes it off as 2s., he is
clapped into gaol; but the banks can create
money of their own and use the produc-
tivity of the people as a basis on which to
issue credits. Further, the people who make
the lbasis on which the credits are issued, are
chargedi full interest by the hank;, and are
called upon to repay money which they
never had. While this form of monetary
bsusiniess is left in the hands of private in-
dividuals, members of Parliament can wail
for mnilk for poor children, and cry out for
more schools and tramways and railway
facilities, but they will never be out of the
hands of the finanicial crowd. The Leader
of the Opposition and the member for West
Perth, when speaking on the Address-in-
reply, stresed the great impllortancte of and
the urgent need for export trade. That
advocacy scets wise and right as Cong as
one does not probe into it too deeply.
Althoug-h for mnany years past I have real-
ised the anomaly of it, I never understood
how it caie about that we were so anxious
to export all the good foodstuffs of this
country while leaving out- own people
hungry. I will agree for the moment that
the two lion. members I have mentioned may
be right. Export trade! Who is; unaware
that that very form of commercial activity
ii; the root cause of all wars? Export trade
has occasioned every war of Englanid. Wars
spring, from market rivalry. Comparatively
9 littlo timec ago, primitive countries and
countries, in the- infancy of development
offered markets for exporting countries.
But the primitive and developing countrice
have all of thenm gradually adopted the ides
of doin, like older countries dlid, and have
closed their herders to importations. AM
countries are now doing alike. With the
aid of science in development and produe.
tion, it has hpeomne a simple matter for cadl
counLtry]' to develop and uise its own re-
sourveet, Therefore they no longer ;vant im-
p)ortatlons. All they: want is what tb(
Leader of the Op~poszition inde the mem.
her tar West Perth advocate--expori
trade. They d~o not wanut the othe
fellow to send an 'ything back. Accord.
ingly, when two countries clas~h with regar
to anL export market, war is inevitable
The same gentleman whose words I han(
already quoted also had something apropot
to say a few days before he died. He wai
addre-sing- a meeting, and was outlining th(
real reason of Amnericat's, participation ii
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the Great War. He concluded with these
words-

Is there a man or woman, Diay. is there a
child in this audience who does not know tAt
the seeds of war are sown in the heat of suc-
cessful conunercial rivalry'

And that is all we are preparing for to-day.
The money powers of the world have their
funds invested in certain industries in van-
Otis countries, and those investments% must
be made to repay the expenditure. In order
that the repayments may be made, the con-
cerns must engage in the export trade.
W\hen two or more nations clashb in their
greed for markets, then obviously the seeds
of war are sown, and the picked men of the
races are sent forth to spill their good, rich,
warm blood on the battlefield, not for free-
domn hut for slavery; not for humanity, but
for inhumanity. N1o one knows the position
better thanl you do, 'Mr. Speaker, for you
have participated in two wars. To those
who engaged in the Great War and to those
who did not participate, I put this ques;-
tion: What was; it that inspired us, and we
believed in? Was it not that it was to be a
war to end war, a war that would make the
world safe for heroes to Jive in? God for-
bid that we should have a repetition of that,
when we appreciate the fact that to-day un-
fortunate men with returned soldiers'
badges in the lapels of their coats have to
leave their little ones behind while they prowl
about the country in search of work. That
was the fruit of the war that was to make
the world safe for democracy. Ever since
the Armistice, the nations have been at each
others throats. We have never had a day's:
peace since, and yet the fool public can be
galled into preparing for another war. I
predict that, as sure as I stand here, on the
completion of the present armament pro-
gramme, war will be inevitable. The stag-
gering debt is mounting up, particularly in
England, and the point will be reached when
the structure will topple down. The money
power of the world will not yield up its
domination without a fight. As Samuel
Johnson said, "Patriotism is the last refuge
of the scoundrel." War will be declared,
and there will be a call for a united front.
Anyone who dares to utter a word in de-
fence of the few remaining human beingi
that are physically fit, to save them from
this particular form. of inhuman murder,
will be declared anti-British and, under the
War Precautions Act or some such legisla-
tion, will he clapped into prison or, in all
prohability, shot. That is the programme;

it is inevitable. There is just one possible
chance of avoiding that catastrophe, and
that is that the banks that have beeni exer-
cising the money power will hand back that
power to Governments. Lot me again quote
the words of Professor Soddy. I (10 not
wish to labour the matter, but there are a
couple of extracts from his work I would
like to place before members-

It certainly does see-m odd to a tyro to
disc-over that rime law proceeds with tile utmost
severity against the frauduluent counterfeiter
for uttering new money tokens, hat allows the
baaks, in effect, to create it wholesale to lend
at interest by these methods, which. is a far
more profitale business and infinitely more
serious in its consequences to tile general coin-
inanity than counterfeiting. To nIW other
age it would have been the most obvious form
of treason aga-inIst the State.

The writer there says distinctly that the
banks have exercised that right, and have
issued cheques, thus taking over the sovereign
power that belong to the State. Until thiat
power is returned to the State, there is little
holic. uf the present Government, or any
other Government, being able to finance the
requirements of the country. I shall quote
one0 more extract from Professor Soddy's
book, beause the hankers, who are particu-
larly dull on this suibject, are not inclined
to a-ree with me. Here is the other ex-
tract

As the bankiag and cheque system dleveloped,
and people got into the habit of depositing
their money more and more in banks and using
cheques, in lieu of cash, to settle their accounts,
the banker at first would, as wve have seen,
always possess a much larger stock of gold an
silver than he required to meet such demands
for cash as the public still made. It is there-
fore clear that the hanker can safely lead part
of his depo~itors' money: but what is not so
clear is that he can lend miany times as muchi
as the whole nation posseses-ia fact, create
it to lend at will.

And that is ti-ac. Of course they create and
lend money. Every penny that the Treasurer
borrows andi goes into the bank as a deposit,
what ordinary depositors put in as deposits,
pins die banker's own money, which has been
subscribed-t hose three factors provide the
structure upon which the whole indebtedness
is created. That is lnt the right function
ot a bank. Banks arc no mnore than
butchers' shops. A butcher opens a shop,
ostensibly to do the business Of a butcher,
with the object of making a profit, and the
only concern he has is the interests of his
shareholders. Banks are just as much insti-
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tutions for profit. I had intended quoting
from Field's work regarding farmers. Every
pennyworth of wealth that goes into circu-
lation is created by the farmer. Members
should understand that legal tender that is
in circulation is money that has been bor-
rowed into circulation, because money
emerges from a bank only on account of
overdrafts or loans. I admit that a small
amount may emerge in the ordinary way of
business for cash or change. That is obvi-
ous. As I tried to Point out last year, when
I endeavoured to convince the member for
Pingelly (Mr. Seward) on the point, the
banks do create credit, and I gave him the
illustration of the £1,000 house. If I wanted
to build a house costing that amount, I
would go to the bank for the funds. I will
assume that I was able to get the money.
It will be seen from this illustration that
those who argue that the banks have sceuri-
ties are wrong. It is not true. 1 go to the
hank and say that I want £C1000 to build
a home. The bank replies, "You can have
it." The house is- not yet built, yet I have
£1,000. How does it happen? The banker
goes to the ledger, turns up the name, WV.
M. Marshall . and I am allotted £1,000. I
take my cheque b)00k to a contractor and
ask him to build in- a home, and I pay' him
a cheque to dto it. The builder takes my
cheque to the bank. 'My side of the- ledger
is debited with the value of the cheque, and
his s-,de is cwredited, yet not a penny bas been
used;, and 00O Per cent. of the commercial
wealth of the Commonwealth is on that
basis-hank created credit. The powers of
the Government, of the sovereign state, are
used for the aggraiidisemr'nt and greed of
private exploiters, but the member for
Subiaco does not want tihe system changed.
All the misery which at present exists can
remain, a% far as the hon. member is con-
cerned. Poverty can remain throughout the
universe o long as the sanctityv and secuirity
of the monetary' system is not interfered
with. It may murder little ones befor- they'
ar born, for all the hon. member cares.

Mrs. Car-dell-Oliver: Hit some one your
own Size.

M.Xr. MARSHALL: The attitude of the
member for Subiaco the other night, revealed
in her utterances in this House, indicates to
me that she is opposed to any alteration.

Mrs Cardell-Oliver: You must have been
deaf then.

Mr. MARSHALL. I am never deaf,
when I am being whispered to by a lady.

I can always hear. I am sorry if I mnis-
understood the hon. member, bat that is
what I took her to mean. But here is the
position: Our farmers are in a state of pov-
erty according to the reports of their own
representatives, and our squatters are no-
thing, more than shepherds for the banks.
Ninety per cent. of the farms of this Comn-
monwealth are owned by the banks. The
wheat prod ucers themselves owe £138,000,-
000. The longer and harder they work the
more they owe, and their representatives
come, here and say, "We can get over our
difficulties if you rehabilitate the farmier."
I cannot conclude now without quoting
Field. This is what A. N. Field has to say
in his "Truth about the Slump." I recom-
menid the book to thep ex-Ibanker. It would
he edifying for the hon. nmember to read
it--

If the people live in freedom on the land they
will still be see-tre even though the money-
changers bare turned the temple into a den of
thieves, It is tinis of vital importance to the
money power to eintrap the tiller of the soil
and the husbaiidman in the toils of debt. This
has been very completely aehie ed in New
Zealand. Half a century ago a conservative
Minister for Lands told Parliament that the
only alternative he could see before the farm-
ers of New Zealand was to be either the ten-
ants of the iiiouey-lenders or the tenants of
Crown.
That was half a century ago. They were
asking for rehabilitation of farmers then.
We are still asking for it. We will be all
right next year when the -var breaks out.
We wilt send men to the international
ahattoirs to be killed, and those that cannot
go will be able to go farming, because prices
will go LIP. When it is all over there will be
a day of reckoning. Field continues-

Crow..n tenancy is of no use at all to the
money power as it cannot take away the land
by enticing tile farmer intD debt-n-ot that he
needs miich enticemen01t, for going into debt has
heroine as natural to a New Zealander as sack-
ing in his mother's mnilk. For sonic years wye
did have Crown leaseholds that were inalien.
able, Wut. the money-lending iterests. soon sawv
to it that these leases were done away with.
If the farmter were a free man, able to do
what he liked with his own produce, where
would the stock exchange be? Where would
the gambler on wheat and -wool, and the
other investors he if the farmers were free
to buy and sell as they liked ? But no; all
are within the clutches of the bankers.
There is no possible hope of any relief until
this problem is tackled. This is the only
grudge I have against the Government, that
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they do not try to educate the people.
Why, when they go to the Loan Council,
do they not tell the people that this cre-
dit which they are raising, is credit cre-
ated by the banks, and the power to issue
is in the heads of the banks, and because
of that fact the Governments have com-
pletely lost control. They are no more the
rulers of this State than I am. They do
the bidding of the banks. So it is in every
allegedly civilised country in the world.
Professor Soddy says the same, and he is
not the only one. Cassel, Kitson, Withers,
and dozens of other men who have written
upon this subject, have done so very thor-
oughly, and have pointed out these facts.
Before I conclude I want to make another
quotation to show the wonderful power and
influence these particular groups of men
have over all sorts of industry.

Air. North: Do not you think they mean
wrell ?

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes, they do mean
well. They have the best of intentions.
'They can drink champagne and smoke cigars
while my' child dies of hunger. Their in-
tentions are perfectly good-for them-
selves. They are so well organised and
interlocked that there is no industry of
any importance outside their clutches. I
do not care what industry it is, the hand
of the monevlpower is behind it. Dalgety
& Co., Elder Smith, and all those firms car-
rying on under the originally established
tnme are no more Dalgety & Co. and Elder
Smith's, than I am; they are subsidiary
baniks, doing the rougher kind of banking,
and acting as agents for the large banks.
The samte applies to the insurance compan-
ies. The sanme board of directors is over
the lot of them, and their persecution is
getting almost intolerable. As long as this
goes on there will be unemployed, for that
is the principal and policy for which they
stand-the limiting of credit and the
shrinking of it at.times. Nest year this
State and Common-wealth will experience
some of the worst times they have ever
known, for I can see Montague Nor-
man coming this time, and not Sir Otto
Niemeyer, the German. Is it not a wonder-
ful and beautiful thing? During the War
if you had mentioned a sentence in favour
of a person with a German name you
would have been clapped into gaol.

Mr. McDonald: Do you want to keep it
up now? The war is over.

[91

Mr. MARSHALL: No, I want to show
your inconsistency. I was saying that
during the War if a word were mentioned
in favour of a German the offender would
have been clapped into gaoil, but Niemneyer
was a German, and he came to Australia
in peace time, and introduced one of the
rottenest programmes ever suggested to
this country to enslave the masses. Yet be
was a German and a Hun just the same.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Is he a German?
Mr. MARSHALL: No; Ito more than a

King of England.
Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: A rose by any other

name would smell as sweet.
'Mr. MARSHALL: So would an onion

smell as objectionable.
Mr. McDonald: How do you know he is

a German?
'Mr. MNARSHALL: The hon. gentleman

can get all the information about the lead-
ing lights of the banking world from these
books. Most are members of the American
Central Reserve Bank Board, and others
are on the Bank of England directorate.

Mr. M.%cDonald interjected.
Mr. 'MARSHALL: Yes, Ramsay Macdon-

ald was chased all over England to be incac-
cerated for his utterances, chased by those
wiho a year earlier were pleased to put their
arms round his neck. Now I want to quote
from this pamphlet, written by Will T. Du g-
gan of Adelaide, in order to convince mein-
bers that while not even Soddy and I are of
one opinion, we have here in this book
Mr. McKenna, the chairman of the Midland
Banik, addressing a meeting of the share-
holders of that bank on the 25th January
1924. No one, I think, has ever questioned
the utterances of Mr. McKenna. This is
~what he said on the occasion to which I
refer:-

I amn afraid the ordinary citizen will not
like to be told that the batiks can and do create
and destroy nmoney.

Later in the same address he said:-
And they who control the credit of a nation

(lirect the policy of Governments and hold in
the hollow of their hands the destiny of the
people.
That was the chairman of the Midland Bank.
Now, in conclusion, just to show the hype-
crisv and the influence and power that these
groupis of men have, on page 45 of this same
book by Will T. Duggan we have some re-
marks by Mr. John Swinton, late editor of
the "New York Times" at a banquet on his
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retiring from offiee, in reply to the toast
"Anl Independent Press." Hie said:-

There is no such thing in America as an
independent Press. You kntow it,ais I know it.
There is not one of you who would dare to
write his honest opinions, and if he did you
would know beorehand that it would never
appear in print. I am paid 250 dollars per
wveek to keep my honest opinions out of the
paper I san connected withi. The business of
time journalist is to destroy the truth, to lie
outright, to prevent, to rillify, to fawn at the
feet of M1amunica, and to sell himself and his
country and his race for his daily bread. You
know this and I know it, and what folly is
this to be toasting an independent Press!I
We are the tools and vassals of rich men be-
hind the scenes. We are jumping Jacks. They
pull the strings and wre dance. Our talents,
our possibilities and our lives are thep property
of these men. We are intellectual prostitultet.

That is his opinion, his condemnation of that
very group of persons.

Hon. P. Collier: What do you sugg-e-t
would be the function of a Commonwealth
reserve bank?

Mr. MIARSIA-LL: The issuing and en'-
trot of credit would be its proper function,
and functioning in the interests of the
people, not of the shareholders.

Hon. P. Collier: In what way ?
Mr. MKARSHALL: For the best part of

an hour I have been trying to explain that.
Hon. P_ Collier: You have not succeeded

in making yourself clear. How would -you
explain the funetions of a Commonwealth re-
serve bank?

Mr. MARSHALL: I amn afraid I mu-t
leave the answer to that question until the
Loan Estimates come along.

Hon. P. Collier: Yes, I supposed you
would. You do niot know the A.B.C. of it.

Mr- MARSHALL: Of course, the
hon. member does, and] we shall
have to leave it at that. How-
ever, I have given my personal opinion,)
and if it be at variance with that of the
member for Boulder, I am. sorry. But I do
not propose to have my opinions chianged
because the member for Boulder differs. I
will not be convinced by the hon. membe-r;
hie can retain his own ideas.

Hon. P. Collier: You do not know what
you are talking about.

Mr. MARSHALL: I am not going to be
convinced by the member for- Boulder that
I amn wrong.

Hon. P. Collier: I am sure of that.
Mr. MARSHALL: In my remarks I have

been aided by men who have given the mat-

ter deep thought. But of course they are
nothing to the member for Boulder.

Hon. P. Collier: No argument, only
grouse.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [9A471: 1 move-

That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put anid negatived.

M-Nr. SAM1PSON: I regret that it is not
possible to defer this until Tuesday. 'How-
ever, I desire to say a few words before the
motion is carried. First I wish to speak on
the matter of rations and sustenance, and to
urge that, where possible, the provision of
-rations be abandoned for the alternative
provision of sustenance. I feel that in the
giving of rations severe injury is done to
those who receive them, whereas sustenance,
that is, wvorking for the money provided,
dues give an opportunity for the retention
of Self-respect.

'Mr. Cross: But they have to take work
at present; they cannot get rations.

Mr. SAMPSON: In some instances that
is not so, and it is in connection with those
instances that I am speaking I know of
a man who has a wife and a family of six,
and wvho is in receipt of £2 s. per week.
The man is paying, or rather is supposed
to be paying, Ss. a week rent, the balance
being to enable himiself and wvife and child-
ren to live. One of the grievances of that
m1an is that if there were only five children
the amount received would be the same. In
a few days there will be seven children and
his difficulties will be increased accordingly.
I have been wondering if it would be pos-
sible for the Government to give favourable
consideration to the establishment of a farm
somewhat on the lines of the Fairbridgc
Farm School, where the children and the
mother could be eared for, while the father
was given opportunity once more to estab-
lish hiumelf in the industry in which he has
had some experience. The man has no funds
whatever and is therefore unable to re-
habilitate himself as a farmer-he was a
group farmer-and his position must remain
utterly imnpos.sible unless he is repatriated to
the Old Country or given some special eon -
sideration in the formn perhaps of an aban-
donled farm or the opportunity to work an
abandoned farm. Alternatively he must re-
main in idleness and his family grow up in
the very unsatisfactory atmosphere -which in
those circumstances would exist. The party
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concerned called to see me and later wrote
a letter in the course of which he said-

The knowledge that a womtan who is the
mother of sis children is living on the large sum
of 8d. per day and has to enter hospital in
three weeks (that was from the time of writing)
should be quite sufficient to stir up the out-
r-aged feelings of any white mn, but it is a
fact, for I am allowed 49s. per week; rent is
s., and a family of eight have to live on what
remains for food and clothing. I cannot do
more than, invite you to my home to see for
yourself the conditions under which I am com-
pelled to exist.

I am a practical farmer with years ofe-
perience, and there are plenty of abandoned
farmns here in the South-West. Would it not be
cheaper for the Government to put men with
such experience on these farms$ I would only
ask for w'hat I had a reasonable chance of
repaying, but my family would live and he a
credit to the State instead of becoming a bur-
den and perhaps starve or become criminals.
Personally I have always tried to be a good
citizen. My character, although Y say it my-
self, is unblemished, and I want it to remain
so, but blood is thicker than water, and I can-
not stand by and see my wife and children
wa-nt any longer. Something has got to be
done quickly or the State can keep them and
mec. What is more, if I am offered work, I
rather doubt if I will be fit to take it.

I am putting forward no criticism whatever.
I believe that every consideration that seems
practicable to the Government has been
given, hut there are cases such as this one
where thme children will suffer unless some
new method is adopted under which they will
he eared for. The father, as he says, is
capable of tvorking- and is anxious to work,
but he cannot m;aage unless some special
effort is niade by the Government to assist
him. He tells me that if lie goes away to
work, the amount he is paid-the basic
wage-does not enable himi to maintain
twvo homes. Therefore I venture to sug-
gest that the Government might give con-
sideration to the establishment of a farmi
school whereby the children, at all events,
mnight be saved from the degradation
that must otherwise result from their
existing position. Sustenance payments
would he far better than the ration pay-
itents lie is receiving. I hope it will he
possible to do something. I shall be very
glad to give the Minister concerned all avail-
able information about the ease. If the
children are given the opportunity I suggest,"
they will be cared for at school and could be
taught the rudiments of farming, all of
which would be helpful to them. A matter
in which the Government have already shown
their interest is prospecting- and I hope that

this method of providing for single young
men wvill be extended. It is a very attractive
proposition and is capable of great exten-
sion. I wish to stress the importance of
reducing the maximum amount now allowed
for the erection of a worker's home. When
the amount permitted is so high, those
mostly in need of workers' homes are pre-
vented from obtaining theni. With all the
desire in the world on the part of the hoard
and the secretar-y, I believe it is impossible
to lprovide a worker's home in a period of
less than 12 months. This position bag
probiably arisen because so many of the
wvor-kers' homes provided are too costly. P*
would be helpful to those who are most it?
mned and who arc the hardest pressed if lest
costly homnes were provided and thereby a
larger 1nmber of them made available. brnt
matte- that requires wvidespread publicity is
that Of tobacco and timber shares being sold
in this State. I have been informed by at
number of people that they have suffered
g-reatly because of their belief in the stories4
told them, whereby shares have been, un-
loaded on to then,. The amount paid in sonw
instances has exceeded £1,000, and I know
of one man who not only put in his own
savings, but took the children's money out
of the banik and invested the lot because, fol-
]owving the stories told him, be was convinced
that it would be a paying proposition. There
are tobacco and timber propositions in this
State equally attractive as those of the East-
ern States, but I aut particularly referring
to the Queensland propositions which have
beeni responsible for much loss and anxiety
to those concerned. Before concludingr li
me say that while general dissatisfaction
with the Speech is expressed every year, one
part of it at all events gave satisfaction to
me. I refer to a paragraph under the head-
ing "Railways" that relates to electricity,
the Electricity Department being under the
control of the Commissioner of Railways.
The paragraph reads--

The revenue and expenditure figures for elec-
tricity supply were highly satisfactory, the
surplus last year being £94,299. Excellent pro-
gress lies been maintained in the extension of
the East Perth Power House, and trial runs of
the new plant should be possible towards the
end of October.

The next point greatly cheered me and I
hope that the suggestion contained in the
paragraph will before long he carried into
effect-

When this unit is placed in operation it will
cope with all demands for years to come, and
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wvill ensure an adequate supply of electrical
current for inducttri-al purposes.

Of course, "industrial purposes" would in-
clude agriculture, and when that happens, I
shall indeed he pleased not onl1Y With thle
previous M1inister for Railways, now the
Premier, but with his successor who is
erqually sympathetic and considerate in re-
g'ard to these extensions. When the exten-
sions are made, a flew era will oipen up for
the outer suburban areas. Without this
cheap means of raising water for use on
growing crops, our position will become
worse. I thank the M1inister for this added
assurance. I hope that everything -which
has been suggested will be effected, and that
the advantages of electricity will be avail-
able in these districts.

MR. SEWARD (T'ingelly) [10.9-1 1
move-

That the debate be adjourned.

MHotion put and negatived.

Question (that the Address-in-reply be
adopted) put and passed: the Address
adopted.

BILLS (7)-FIRST READING.

3.. State Government Insurance Office.
Introduced by the Prenier (for the

M1inister for Employment).

2. Workers' Compensation Act Amend-
ment.

Introduced by the Premier (for the
Minister for Employment).

3. Air Navigcationl.
Introduced by thle Minister for Works.

4. Main Roads Act Amendment Act,
1932, Amendment.

Introduced by the M1inister for Works.

5. Rural Relief Fund Act Amendment,
Introduced by 'Mr. Watts.

6. Sales by Auction.
Introduced by M1r. Watts.

7. Wtteries; (Control) Act Amendment.
Introduiced by Mlrs. Cardell-Oliver.

House adjourned at 10.10 p.m.

l1egieatwe Council,
Tuesday, 241h August, 1937,

Swearing-in of mnember._ ..
Leave of absence ..
Address-In-ieply. seventh day

Pie:;
214
214

Thle PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p., and( read prayers.

SWEARING-IN Or MEMBER.
Hon. J. J. Holmes (North) took and sub-

scribed the oath of allegiance to His Majtesty
tile ]ilg.

LEAVE oF ABSENCE.
On motion by Hon. J. J. Holmes, leave

of absence for six consecutive sittings.
g-ranted to Hon. E. H. Angelo (North) on
the ground of urgent private business.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Seventh Day.

flebattc resumed from the 19th August.

HON. C. G. ELLIOTT (North-East)
[4.39]: In speaking to the Address-in-reply
I shall content myself with the chief -matters
affecting my electorate--the mining industry
and( the pastoral industry. The mining in-
dustry, which has been of wonderful value
to Western Australia during the world de-
pression, is still expanding, and the pro-
duction for last year showed a considerable
advance on that for the previoums year. The
lproduction from July 1935 to June 1936 was
769,029 fine ounce;, equivalent to £6,713,027
in Australian currency. From July 1936 to
June 1937 the production was 936,125 fine
ounces, representing £C8,1191,968. The in-
crease for the year thus is 167,096 fine
ounces, or £1,478,141. It is highly satis-
factory also to note that the producing
mines are steadily increasing their ore re-
serves by development work. At least three
mines that have been discovered since the
revival of the industry have been fully
equipped with treatment plants, and are now
lproducing thousands of pounds worth of
gold monthly. Others are being developed
to the produeing- stage during the current


